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THE USE OF DISTANCE LEARNING TECHNOLOGIES BY FOREIGN
LANGUAGE TEACHERS

N. V. Borysova‘, M. H. Shemuda*

In the context of global changes in education in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
number and capabilities of distance technology, the availability of the Internet worldwide raises the
importance of the issue of studying the use of distance technology in education, including foreign
language learning. The paper finds that the distance learning process is carried out using a
combination of synchronous and asynchronous tools, while maintaining flexibility and convenience
and expanding the quality and efficiency of both methods of communication. The most effective
forms of organizing foreign language classes with the use of distance technologies have been
identified. Factors that should be taken into account when working with distance technologies in the
process of learning a foreign language are identified: interface, the ability to present a variety of
materials, including audio and video, presentations and links to useful Internet resources, automatic
calculation of response statistics and activity monitoring. A brief description of some techniques and
methods of teaching English remotely is given, their specificity is analyzed. The author also presents
the main disadvantages and advantages of using distance technologies by teachers in the process
of learning foreign languages, as well as outlines the prospects for their further effective use. It is
emphasized that the advantages of distance learning technologies, such as the availability of
materials, their ease of usage and the ability to manage the learning process are undeniable. It is
stated that there are three main principles on which the distance education system is based: learn
Jfrom native speakers, learn from authentic material, learn for free. The author also emphasizes that
teacher’s feedback is an important factor in distance learning. It was found that a well-organized
educational process using distance technologies can make learning a foreign language more
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effective and attractive to all motivated and modern people, regardless of their age, location and
financial capabilities.

Key words: distance technologies, distance learning, teachers, learning foreign languages,
synchronous and asynchronous tools.

BHUKOPHCTAHHSI TEXHOAOTI'TH JUCTAHLIMHOTIO HABYAHHS
BYHTEASIMH IHOBEMHHX MOB

H. B. Bopucosa, M. I'. [llemyna

B ymosax enobanvHux 3miH 8 oceimi 8 uac naHoemii COVID-19, Kinbkicmb ma MOXNAUSICMb
JucmaHyiliHux mexHosaoz2il, docmynHocmi IHmepHemy 8 ycbomy ceimi 3YymMoei0e aKmyaibHICmb
NUMAHHSL 8UBUEHHS BUKOPUCMAHHS OUCMAHUITHUX MEeXHOJ021l 8 0C8iMi, 8 MOMY UUC/L Y BUSUEHHI
iHO3eMHUX MO08. Y pobomi 3’5C08aGHO, W0 npoyec OUCMAHUIUHO20 HABUAHHS 30LlCHIOEMBCSL 3
BUKOPUCMAHHAM KOMOITHAYI CUHXPOHHUX MA ACUHXPOHHUX 3ac0o0i8 i3 30eperxeHHaM eHYyuKocmi ma
3pYUHOCMI, G MAKOX NiOBUUEHHIM siKocmi ma egexkmusHocmi 060X memooi8 CNiIKY8AHHSL.
BuszHaueHo HalbLbuw edpeKkmugHi popMU OpeaHI3AUTl 3HAMb THO3EMHOIO MOB0H0 3 BUKOPUCTMAHHAM
JucmaHuyiliHux mexHosoeill. BusHaueHo ¢aKkmopu, sKi Ccaid epaxogyeamu hnpu pobomi 3
OUCMAHUIUHUMU MEXHON02IIMU 8 NPOUECl 8UBUEHHSL THO3eMHOI Mmo8u: iHmepdgetlic, MOMKAUBICMb
NOOAGHHSL PISHOMAHIMHUX Mmamepianig, 30Kkpema ayodio ma ei0eo, npe3eHmauyii ma NOCUNAHHSL HA
KopucHi InHmepHem-pecypcu, asmomamuuHuil pPoO3PAXYHOK CMAMUCMUKU peazyeaHHss ma
MOHIMOpUH2 axmueHocmi. [laHOo KopomKkuili onuc Oesikux nputiomie i memooie OUCMAHUILH020
HABUAHHSL AHR2IUCLKOI MO8U, NPOAHANIZ08AHO ix cneyugiky. Tarxox aemop nodae 0CHO8HI HeOONIKU
ma nepegazu SUKOPUCMAHHSL OUCMAHUIUHUX MEXHON02Il Y Npoueci 8UBUEHHSI [HO3eMHUX M08, A
MaKosK OKpecaroe nepcnekmusu ix nodansulo2o egpekmusHozo sukopucmanHs. Hazonowyemscs, wo
nepesazu mexHo02ili OUCMAHYIIHO20 HABUAHHS, MAKi K 00CMYyNnHICMb mamepianie, npocmoma ix
BUKOPUCMAHHSL MA MOXKAUBICMb Kepysamu HABUAALHUM NPOUECcoOM, € He3anepeuHumu.
3asHauaemuvesi, WO ICHYe mpu OCHO8HI NPUHUUNU, HA sKUX 6asyemwvcsi cucmema OUCMAHUIUHOL
ocgimu: Hagualicst Y HOCIi8 MO8U, HA8UALICSL 3 ABMEHMUUH020 Mamepiany, Hagualicst 6e3KoumoesHo.
Aemop maKo)K HORONOWYE, WO 380POMHIL 38’130K BUKIA0aUA € BAXKAUBUM HAKMOPOM
JucmaHuyiliHoezo HaguaHHs. 3’sco8aHo, w0 O00b6pe O0peaHi308aAHUN HABUANBLHUU npouec 13
3aCMOCY8AHHAM  OUCMAHUYIUHUX MexXHOJo2lll MoxKe 3pobumu eUSUEeHHSI ITHO3eMHOL MOo8U
epexmusHilUUM ma npusabausiuium OJist 8CLX MOMUBOBAHUX MA CYUACHUX Jt00ell, He30/1e)HO 810
iXHBLO20 8IKY, MICUSL NPOIKUBAHHSL MA PIHAHCOBUX MOAHAUBOCMEL.

Knrouoei cnoea: oucmaHuiliHi mMexHos02l, OUCMAaHUIlUHEe HABUAHHS, 6uriadaul, 6USUEHHS
{HO3EeMHUX MO8, CUHXPOHHL MA ACUHXPOHHI 3a.cO0U.

Introduction of the issue. The Distance learning provides students
COVID-19 pandemic has affected all with access to non-traditional sources of
areas of public life without exception. information, increases the efficiency of
The rapid transition of many educational independent work, provides completely
processes to another format has new opportunities for creative self-
necessitated rapid adaptation to new expression, finding and consolidating
teaching methods in the organization of various skills. Therefore, educators faced
the educational process. remote the question of mastering the skills of
technologies proved to be the only using the possibilities of innovative
possible means for the implementation of technologies in teaching and combining
the  educational process. Remote them with the usual traditional means,
technologies proved to be the only forms and methods of teaching.
possible means for educational process. Current state of the issue.

Theoretical and practical aspects of
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distance learning have been considered
in studies by both foreign and domestic
scientists: J.E. Adams, A.A. Andreeva,
F. Bodendorf, H. Dichanz, G. Hoppe,
J. Kettunen, K.R. Kolos, V.O. Kukleva,
V.Yu. Vashchenko, etc.

Aim of research. The purpose of this
study is to present the practical features
of distance learning technologies in the
process of learning foreign languages,
define their effectiveness and issues.

Results and discussion. The purpose
of foreign language education is the
formation of foreign language
communicative competence for direct
and indirect intercultural
communication, which ensures the
development of key competencies. New
methods  using  distance learning
technologies are an alternative to
traditional foreign language teaching.
Distance technology is defined by
Raheen Brooks as "a type of learning
that is referred to as e-learning, which is
a formalized teaching and learning
system that is specifically designed to be
carried out remotely by using electronic
communication" [5].

Implementation of distance
technologies in the process of learning
foreign languages allow: train different
types of speech activity and combine

them in different combinations;
understand language phenomena;
contribute to the formation of linguistic
abilities; create communicative
situations; automate speech actions;
ensure the implementation of an

individual approach and intensification
of independent work of students.

Priority in teaching foreign languages
is to perform oral exercises. This is the
feature and main difficulty of teaching
foreign languages. Distance learning of
English with the wuse of distance
technologies should ensure the
implementation of the following tasks:
formation and development of reading
skills with the direct use of Internet
materials; improving listening skills
based on adapted and authentic audio
texts; formation and development of
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skills of monologue and dialogic speech;
expansion of active and passive
dictionaries, acquaintance with the
vocabulary of modern English; formation
of stable motivation of cognitive activity,
the need to use a foreign language in real
communication; formation of a culture of
communication; the ability to
communicate with native speakers who
can be added to friends, communicate on
various topics at a convenient time and
place.

Distance learning technologies can be
very effective in learning English. For
learning such speech activities as
reading and writing, you can largely limit
the asynchronous type of distance
learning, because the features of these
types of speech activities do not require
sound accompaniment in themselves.
However, learning to speak, pronounce
and listen requires reliance on sound, as
well as the creation of various situations
that stimulate oral expression, has a
need to rely on illustrative and audio
materials.

From the point of view of learning
English, all educational platforms
provide enough opportunities for effective
organization of the distance learning
process: writing skills are well developed
when students use chats and forums
where they can communicate; there are
opportunities to develop listening skills,
as students are not tied to a limited
number of listens to the material; it is
very easy to check the quality of
homework; effective development of
speaking skills. Students can make an
audio recording of their own speech.

The wuse of online services can
successfully and effectively affect the
distance education system. Three main
principles on which the distance
education system is based: learn from
native speakers, learn from authentic
material, learn for free.

The first question that arises is which
way synchronous or asynchronous
teachers plan to use. In other words, will
the teacher use online teaching to gather
the class in a virtual classroom at the
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same time (synchronously) or will he
send students the work and ask them to
report on its implementation
(asynchronous).

The teacher’s task is to make the
material as accessible, interesting, visual
and stimulating as possible. Ilustrated
online lessons that encourage students
to co-create, search, and turn them into
researchers are always more rewarding.

Among the effective distance
technologies in the process of learning
foreign languages can be distinguished
websites, web resources, social
networks, instant messaging services
and mobile applications, etc.

For instance, students can learn
English online on specially designed
websites that contain hundreds of pages
of audio, texts, videos, interactive
exercises, a variety of games, listening
assignments, fairy tales, and songs.
Mastering this material will help:
improve English; improve language
practice; form communicative and socio-
cultural competence of students; make
lessons interesting; motivate students to
learn etc.

The use of Internet resources provides
great opportunities for distance learning
and diversifies the forms of work in the
classroom, attracts students to learn the
language.

Social networks, instant messaging
services and mobile applications such as
Viber allow you to create closed groups,

communities, chats, discuss topics,
tasks, problems, information.
For example, learning English

grammar is possible thanks to effective
and interesting applications that can be
installed on smartphones:

1. Learn English with Danny
Grammar’s Word Challenge from the
British Council. Together with Danny
Grammar you will have the opportunity
to test your knowledge easily and
interestingly not only of grammar, but
also to check your vocabulary and
spelling. You need to choose the level of
difficulty of the test and go through
online exercises in the form of a game,
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thus identifying weaknesses in
knowledge.

2. Grammar Up from Grammar
Express. The application was created to
practice grammar in preparation for the
currently popular TOEIS (English
Proficiency Test).

3. Practice English Grammar is a free
application for iOS and Android, which
was nominated in 2014 for the Best
Education App. The undoubted
advantage of this application is a
successful combination of flash cards
(for memorizing grammar rules), games,
articles and various ways to test and
assess knowledge (tests, quizzes), which
will help improve writing skills through
consistent study of grammar topics from
basic to complex.

4. Essential Grammar Activities from
Cambridge University Press. Fans of
Raymond Murphy and his legendary
grammar can already download an
electronic version of the textbook for
Android and i0S. Applications are
presented  in different = variations
depending on the level of knowledge.
Each  application contains 1,500
exercises structured on 21 grammatical
topics, divided into 136 units. Among the
advantages of the application is the
function of audio recording, which allows
you to listen to phrases and record your
own pronunciation. However, it should
be noted at once that in the mobile
application you will find only exercises,
and in theory you should refer directly to
the textbook.

S. Learn English Grammar is another
application from the British Council.
Here you will find thousands of
questions aimed at improving the
grammar of any level (from Beginner to
Advanced). Each level contains 600
grammar tasks divided into 25 grammar
topics. Learn English Grammar is
available in two versions: American and
British.

6. English Grammar Book is another
free application for devices based on the
Android platform, installing which, you
have the opportunity to get a wide range
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of grammatical topics with a detailed
explanation of the theory, as well as tests
and quizzes to test mastered material.
This application contains different
complexity options depending on the
level of knowledge.

7. English  Grammar Test. This
application contains 60 tests and 1200
grammar exercises for Intermediate and
Upper-Intermediate levels. Here you will
find 20 sections on different topics for
each level. After passing the test, we get
a summary of the aspects of grammar
that we have successfully and that need
to work on. Each mistake is explained in
detail.

8. Practice English Grammar - Sam.
This application will help to improve
English grammar by solving unusual
problems. Help Sam to overcome all
obstacles by performing interesting
exercises. Your competitors in the game
can be friends or players from around
the world. Practice English Grammar
with Sam gives you the opportunity to
prepare for the next international exams
TOEFL, IELTS, TOEIC, FCE and CAE.

Teacher feedback is an important
factor in distance learning. The student
must see his successes and learn to
work on mistakes. Motivation to achieve
is realized in the success of students’
educational activities, in the pursuit of
goals and perseverance. Success-
oriented students are more likely to
achieve their goals. In the context of
distance learning, it is especially
important to praise students, celebrate
their achievements and successes, even
small ones.

Synchronous mode allows to
collaborate in real time. The advantage of
synchronous mode is to attract

participants instantly and at a specific
time.

Video conferencing is very useful and
popular when learning a foreign
language - it is a real-time online
conference. They are held on a specific
day and time and is one of the most
modern means of communication that
allows to conduct classes in “remote
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classes” when students and teachers are
at a distance. Participants can see each
other, the teacher has the opportunity to
accompany the lecture with visual
material. Video conferencing can also be
conducted wusing Microsoft Teams,
Google Meet, Zoom, Skype, etc.

Chat - communication of network
users in real time, a means of
operational communication of people via
the Internet. There are several types of
chats: text, voice, audio-video chat. The
most common is text chat. Voice chat
allows you to communicate by voice,
which is important when learning a
foreign language remotely. For
educational purposes, if necessary, you
can organize communication in chats
with native speakers. This is a real
opportunity for language practice, which
is carried out within the framework of
the proposed problem for discussion,
joint project activities, information
exchange. Students have the opportunity
to discuss and evaluate the quality of the
publication, including in a foreign
language, which contributes to the
development of speech skills.

Common web resources for distance
learning are Moodle, Google Classroom,
LearningApps.org, etc.

The Moodle platform is a free, open
distance learning management system.
Allows you to use a wide range of tools
for educational interaction between
teachers and students. In particular, it
provides an opportunity to submit
educational material in various formats
(text, presentation, video, web page); to
carry out testing and interrogation of
students with use of questions of the
closed (multiple choice of the correct
answer and comparison) and open types;
students can complete tasks with the
ability to send relevant files. Moodle has
in its tools: forms of task delivery;
discussion forums; download files;
evaluation journal; messaging; calendar
of events; news and announcements;
online testing; Wiki resources.

The Google Classroom platform is a
service that connects Google Docs,
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Google Drive and Gmail, allows you to
organize online learning using video, text
and graphics. The teacher has the
opportunity to test, monitor, systematize,
evaluate activities, review the results of
exercises, apply various forms of
assessment, comment and organize
effective communication with students in
real time. The core element of Google
Classroom is groups, which allow users
to easily send messages to other users.
With Hangouts, students and teachers
can have real-time online conversations.

LearningApps.org is an online service
that allows to create interactive exercises
that can be used in work with an
interactive whiteboard or as individual
exercises for students. It also allows
create different types of exercises on
different topics.

There are many videos available on
the Internet that reveal the topics,
including the channel of the Ministry of
Education of Ukraine, courses on the
platforms Prometheus, EdEra and other
sources. For students, a video tutorial is
a very handy resource that can make up
for an absence during an online lesson.
It is possible to return to unclear points
and review the explanation several times,
more slowly, with pauses, according to
your own learning style. It is possible to
use these videos in preparation for
testing or even after completing the
course to update the material later; to
include text blocks in pauses in the video
to draw the viewer’s attention to certain
moments in the video. Finally, it’s
possible to develop listening tasks that
are needed to complete after watching
the video.

Tests with automatic testing allow you
to organize a quick assessment of the
level of mastery of educational material
by students. Usually test systems
provide the ability to create questions of
different types (multiple choice, text or
numerical answer, ordering, matching,
etc.). There are often libraries of ready-
made questions that you can add to your
own test sessions, modifying them as
needed. Most services provide the ability
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to form questions, sometimes with
answer options, using images, audio and
video clips. One can create online tests
on Google forms as well as on specialized
platforms

Asynchronous mode can include a
variety of media, audio and video lessons
(but not limited to). With the help of
asynchronous learning mode, the
student can work at their own pace and
at a time convenient to them. The
advantages of asynchronous learning
are: independence, flexibility and
individual pace.

In asynchronous mode, the student
can work at their own pace, which is
difficult in synchronous learning.

English can be studied online on a
specially designed British Council
website
https:/ /www.britishcouncil.org.ua. The
site contains many pages of audio, text,
video and more than 2,000 interactive
exercises. One can register on the site
and add your own materials,
communicate with other users and
download free resources. There are a
variety of games in the Games section
that will help you improve your English
and just have fun. The site also
publishes many fun and useful jokes of
expressions for the development of
spoken language skills. The British
Council also offers a number of audio
and video materials to improve language
practice. These include podcasts with
short stories, audio series, a set of TV
programs created with the BBC to learn
English, as well as an educational video
with explanations of how to use the
language in certain situations.

Many materials for all activities in
English lessons and different levels of

proficiency can be found at:
http:/ /www.stickyball.net,

https:/ /breakingnewsenglish.com. It’s
possible to check the mastery of
grammar material and take the test on
the websites

https:/ /learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/e
nglish-grammar-reference. The following
sites will help you prepare for the
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external evaluation:
https:/ /test.dn.ua/gotuiemosya-do-
zno/,

https:/ /testportal.gov.ua/anglijska-
mova-2021/. It’s possible to watch
movies and cartoons in English at:
https://qrgo.page.link/rpJzV.

Learn English for Kids Learn English
Kids is an interesting educational
website for learning English for students
aged 5 to 12. The site offers online games
to develop vocabulary and grammar, a
variety of stories, videos and other
exercises to improve language skills.
Learn English Kids will also help
teachers and parents, as it contains
hundreds of free resources that can be
printed. There is also a separate section
for parents on the website to help you
learn English with your students outside
of school.

The LearnEnglish Teens website
(http:/ /www.teadadviceonline.org) is
designed specifically for teens 13 to 17
years old to find exercises for language
practice, tips for passing exams,
auxiliary exercises to improve grammar
and vocabulary, as well as fun videos,
games and quizzes.

Business English LearnEnglish -
resources to help improve business
English; http:/ /www.eslcafe.com -
discussions on various issues that
interest you; http:/ /www.rong-
chang.com - the collection of pages
includes the following categories:
listening, reading, grammar, writing,
newspapers, magazines.

Conclusions and research
perspectives. The use of distance
technologies in foreign language teaching
is a major breakthrough in the education
of students who do not have the
opportunity to acquire knowledge in the
traditional way. Thus, distance learning
has a number of advantages that can
contribute to the effectiveness of student
learning: additional time and opportunity
to consider the decision and think about
the answer; opportunity for full
participation in the communication
process at any time; speech rate can be
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changed; students with  different
language skills can communicate with
each other; participants of interaction do
not depend on time, place and planning
process; a sense of comfort in
communicating in writing. Among the
effective distance technologies in the
process of learning foreign languages can

be distinguished websites, web
resources, social networks, instant
messaging services and mobile

applications, etc.

Based on the above material, we can
identify the following advantages of using
distance technologies in  distance
education in the process of learning
foreign languages: flexibility (receiving
distance education, mostly do not attend
regular classes, but study in a
comfortable way yourself time and in a
convenient place); modularity (each
individual course creates a holistic view
of a separate subject area, which allows
a set of independent courses-modules to
form a curriculum that meets individual
or group needs); parallelism (training is
carried out simultaneously  with
professional activity (or with training in
another field), ie without separation from
production or other activities); cost-
effectiveness (efficient use of educational
space and technical means, concentrated
and unified presentation of information,
use and development of computer
modeling lead to lower training costs);
manufacturability (the use of new
advances in information technology in
the educational process); large audience
and social equality (equal opportunities
education regardless of place of
residence, health and social status,
which allows to significantly expand the
number of students): the role of the
teacher (distance education expands and
renews the role teacher, makes him a
mentor-consultant, who must coordinate
the cognitive process, constantly improve
the courses he teaches, increase creative
activity and skills in accordance with
innovations and innovations); positive
impact on the student (listener) (increase
creativity and intellectual potential of a
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person receiving distance education Distance learning is a unique

through selforganization, the desire for opportunity to gain new educational

knowledge, the use of modern experience, a means of developing

information and telecommunications independence and responsibility for the

technologies, the ability to take process and outcome of their education,

responsible decisions). a challenge for the ambitious and
creative.
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