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DEEPENING THE PRINCIPLES OF MEDIA EDUCATION BASED ON THE
GENERAL SYSTEMS THEORY

0. V. Voznyuk*

The purpose of the article is to generalize and deepen the principles of media education (as a
system-building basis for creating the theory and practice of media education) based on
Yu.A. Urmantsev’s general systems theory. To achieve the goal, the following methodological tools
are used: the philosophical principle of the unity of the world as the methodological basis of the
research; the method of theoretical analysis of the problem field of the research; the general systems
theory, which made it possible to generalize and deepen some principles of media education.

In the article, the principles of the Concept of implementing media education in Ukraine were
generalized and somewhat deepened, that is, they received a systemic meaning being based on
certain meaningful elements of the general systems theory. This made it possible to carry out a
systematic correlation of the principles of media education and some pedagogical phenomena based
on meaningful elements of the general systems theory.

It is shown that the principles of media education, the elements of the model of a school as a
social institution, and the elements of the model of a man as a subject of psychology are in system-
correlation relations, which realizes the philosophical principle of the unity of the world and testifies
to the fact that the procedure of systematic generalization of the principles of media education is
adequate to the theoretical and methodological principles both the general systems theory, and the
pedagogical teaching about the school as a social institution and about media education as its
essential aspect.

The table developed by the author "Systemic correlation of the principles of media education and
some pedagogical phenomena being based on the meaningful elements of the general theory of
systems" allows to deepen the formulation of such principle of media education as "aesthetic
elevation in the context of media education”.

The task of systematic analysis and deepening each of the seven systemically presented
principles of media education belongs to the promising areas of development of the principles of
media education.
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CUCTEMATHU3AIIISI IPUHIIUIIIB MEOIAOCBITH HA OCHOBI 3ATAABHOI
TEOPII CUCTEM

O. B. Bo3HIOK

Memoro cmammi € ysazanbHeHHsT ma no2AuUbNeHHS NPUHUUNI8 Medlaoc8imu (K CUCMEeMOMBIPHUX
OCHO8 nobydosu meopii i npaxkmuku mediaoceimu) HA OCHO8L 3aza/bHOi meopii cucmem
IO.A. Ypmaruyesa. [lnsi  OOCSiZHEHHSI Memu  8UKOPUCMOBYEMbCS  mMakKuii  MemoouuHuil
iHcmpymeHmapiil:, pinocogpcoruil npuHyun eOHoCmMi ceimy Yy sKocmi mMemooosi02iuHo20 niotpyHms
00CNLIOAKEHHSl, MEMOO MeopemuuH020 aHANI3Y NPoOaeMHO020 NOSst O0CNIOIKEHHS, 302albHA meopis
cucmem, uio 00380IUNO Y3AA/IbHUMU Ma no2aubumu 0esKi NPpUHYUNU mMeoiaoceimu.

Y emammi npunyunu KoHuenuii enpogadxeHHss mediaocsimu 8 YKpaiHi bysau ysazanvHeHi ma
dewo no2nubneHi, mobmo ompumanu CUCMemHU CeHC HA OCHOB8L NEBHUX CMUCL08UX eleMeHmMis
3azanbHOi meopii cucmem. Lle 0o3gonuno npogecmu CuCmMemHy KOPersyito NPUHYUNI8 Mediaoceimu
ma 0esitkux nedazo2iuHUX peHOMeHi8 HO OCHO8L CMUCIO8UX eleMeHMI8 302albHOi meopii cucmem.

IokasaHo, wo npuHyunu mediaoceimu, eiemeHmu Mooeni WKOAU K CYCNTbHO20 iHecmumymy
ma enemeHmu Mmooeni NOOUHU SIK npedmemy NCUXO0J02ii 3HAX00SIMbCSL Y CUCMEMHO-KOPESSUITHUX
BIOHOWEHHSX, WO peanizye inocogpcekulli npuHyun eOHOCmMi c8imy ma ceiduumes Npo me, UL0
npouedypa CuCmemHoO20 Y3A2a/lbHEeHHs NPUHUUNI8 mediaoceimu € adeKeamHow meopemuro-
MemoO0N02IMHUM 3acadam siK 3a2a/lbHOL meopii cucmem, makx i Nnedazo02iuHOMY S8UEHHIO NPO ULKONY
SIK CYCnizIbHO20 Hemumymy ma npo mediaocgimy sk il cymmesozo achexmy.

Pospobrena asemopom mabauuysi "CucmemHa KoOpessiyisi npuHyunie meodiaocgimu ma Oesikux
neodazo2iuHUX (PeHOMEHI8 HA OCHOB8L CMUCL08UX eJleMeHmi8 3az2anbHOi meopii cucmem” 0038ossie
noaaubumu OpMYA08AHHSL MAK020 NPUHYUNY mediaocsimu, siK "ecmemuuHa HACHAXKEHICMb Y
KoHmexcmi meoiaoceimu”.

/lo nepcnekmueHUX Hanpamie pPo3poOKU NPUHYUNIE Mediaocsimu HOANeXKUMb 3a80aHHSL  UL000
CUCMEMHO020 AHAIZY MA NO2AUOTEHHSL KOHHO20 3 CeMU CUCTNEMHO NPE3EHMOBAHUX NPUHUUNIE Me0iaoCeimu.

Knruoei cnoea: meodiaoceima; NpuHyUNU Mmeoiaoceimu; mMediazpoMOmHICMb; 302a/lbHA Meopis
cucmem; WKOAA SIK CYCNIIbHUT IHCMUmMym,I00OUHA SIK npeomem Nncuxoioaii.

Introduction of the issue. Cornerstone manipulation through the content of media
transformations of world civilization caused messages on the Internet, is extremely
by globalization processes give a new relevant. At the same time, about 90% of
meaning to informatization and young people use the Internet in their
digitalization of public space and entertainment, educational, professional,
significantly strengthen the "fourth estate" and social activities.

(or "forth power"), which is the epithet for Current state of the issue. Under
mass media as an influential phenomenon such conditions, theoretical and practical
of modern society. At the same time, mass developments in the field of media
media, due to the virtualization of its education acquire particular importance,
mechanisms, has recently significantly in particular in the context of its
expanded the sphere of penetration into the theoretical and methodological,
educational sphere, that affects the rapid interdisciplinary foundations, which have
development of media education, which is been developed and are being developed by
increasingly becoming the centre of such foreign scientists as D. Buckingham,
scientific attention of teachers of both T. Jolls, L. Masterman, W. Potter, J. Piette,
secondary and higher education L. Giroux, J. Pungente, R. Hobbs,
institutions. E. Thoman, N.Chomsky, C. Wilson and

Moreover, in the context of the others [18-22].
information boom and the rather high In Ukraine, the problems of the media
saturation of the media space with virtual education from the point of view of its
phenomena, the development of digital and interdisciplinary foundations are
media educational skills in the use of considered by such scientists as
digital technologies among children and O. Baryshpolets, O. Volosheniuk,
young people, who are becoming more and H. Golovchenko, V. Ivanov, O. Karpenko,
more open to various methods of cyber I. Kolesnikova, L. Kulchynska,
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L. Naidyonova, H. Onkovich,
B. Potyatynnyk, N. Prykhodkina, and
others [1; 7; 8; 10; 11; 14-17].

Media education as a relatively new
branch of education sphere being
cornerstone social institution is based on
the Grunewald Declaration on Media
Education, 1982 as well as on the
activities of the Global Alliance for
Partnerships on Media and Information
Literacy (GAPMIL), founded in 2013. A
key role in the spread of media education

belongs to The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), which

recognizes the current status of mass
media as "tools for active participation of
citizens in public life." Therefore, the
main provisions of the Media Education
Concept derive from the tasks that were
formulated in the Paris agenda or 12
recommendations for media education
for UNESCO (2007), in the Media literacy
in a digital world European Parliament
resolution on media literacy in a digital
world (2008), in UNESCO Fez declaration
on media and information literacy
(2011), in UNESCO Paris Declaration on
Media and Information Literacy in the
Digital Age (2014).

At the same time, it is important to
note that in the resolution of the UN
General Assembly '"Transforming our
World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development" (2015), a special attention
was paid to the multifaceted problems of
media education and the development of
informational media competences among
children and youth.

Ukraine is taking the first steps in the
field of media education, but it has
certain rather significant achievements,
which are indicated in a number of
documents. Thus, the Concept of the
Implementation of Media Education in
Ukraine, approved by the Presidium of
the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine in 2016, outlines the key stages
of its implementation until 2025.

Under such conditions, media
education is currently in a state of
development and deepening the
conceptual apparatus and its principles
(which derive from certain pedagogical
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axioms, as well as from laws and
regularities of the development of media
education and education in general),
which indicates that there is a certain
uncertainty regarding some aspects of it
terminological apparatus. Thus, in the
USA, the terms "media literacy" and
"media education" are used synonymously
in scientific literature.

At the same time, we can reveal certain
contradictions between the significant
social demand and socio-economic
requirements for the development of media
literacy in various segments of the
population and a certain inability of the
education system of our country to fully
satisfy new needs; between the growth of
didactic requirements for media education
and the lack of a systemic approach to the

development and formulation of its
principles.
The aim of the research.

Accordingly, the purpose of the article is
to generalize and deepen the principles of
media education (as a system-building
basis for creating the theory and practice
of media education) based on the general
systems theory.

Research methods. To achieve the
goal, the philosophical principle of the
unity of the world is applied as the
methodological basis of the research; the
method of theoretical analysis of the
problem field of research is used, as well
as the general systems theory covering
all the systemic entities of the world,
which made it possible to generalize and
deepen some principles of media
education, to fill them with new content.

Results and discussion. The
principles of pedagogy can be understood
as "knowledge about the goals, essence,
content, structure of education,
expressed in a form that makes it
possible to use them as regulatory norms
of practice" [9: 101].

The basic principles of media
education in the most complete form
were formulated in the materials of the
Ontario Association for Media Literacy
(AML) in 1989, which contained the key
concepts of media education:

— all messages in the media sphere are
certain constructions being certain
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material from which a person builds
his/her reality;

— therefore, the media construct
reality, crystallizing a certain picture of
the world;

—under such conditions, media
messages have an ideological, social and
political colour and reveal/mould certain
social values;

— on the other hand, the media have a
commercial purpose, when the factor of
commercialization can influence the
process of forming value orientations of
society in general and specific people
who perceive the same media message
differently;

—the audience/society has the
opportunity to express their point of view
through media, in which the form and
content are closely connected,

—mass media reveal a unique
aesthetic form and are characterized by
their own grammar and encode reality
according to the latter; media messages
creatively use a peculiar language with
its own rules,

—media education as an aspect of
culture and means of socialization
requires the active participation of all
members in the educational process and
the development of critical thinking
skills,

— expands the horizons of functional
education (ability to read and write),
developing the skills in the students to
deepen background knowledge about the
world, the ability to reflect on and
actively participate in the democratic
processes of society [20; 22].

Len Masterman, one of the developers
of media education, believes that:

"l. Media Education is a serious and
significant endeavour. At stake in it is
the empowerment of majorities and the
strengthening of society's democratic
structures.

2. The central unifying concept of
Media Education is that of representation.
The media mediate. They do not reflect
reality but re-present it. The media, that
is, are symbolic or sign systems. Without
this principle no media education is
possible. From it, all else flows.
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3. Media Education is a lifelong process.
High student motivation, therefore, must
become a primary objective.

4. Media Education aims to foster not
simply critical intelligence, but critical
autonomy.

5. Media Education is investigative. It
does not seek to impose specific cultural
values.

6. Media Education is topical and
opportunistic. It seeks to illuminate the
life-situations of the learners. In doing so
it may place the "here-and-now" in the
context of wider historic and ideological
issues.

7. Media Education's key concepts are
analytical tools rather than an
alternative content.

8. Content, in Media Education, is a
means to an end. That end is the
development of transferable analytical
tools rather than an alternative content.

9. The effectiveness of Media
Education can be evaluated by just two
criteria:

— the ability of students to apply their
critical thinking to new situations, and

—the amount of commitment and
motivation displayed by students.

10. Ideally, evaluation in Media
Education means student self-evaluation,
both formative and summative.

11. Media Education attempts to
change the relationship between teacher
and taught by offering both objects for
reflection and dialogue.

12. Media Education carries out its
investigations via dialogue rather than
discussion.

13. Media Education is essentially
active and participatory, fostering the
development of more open and
democratic pedagogies. It encourages
students to take more responsibility for
and control over their own learning, to
engage in joint planning of the syllabus,
and to take longer- term perspectives on
their own learning. In short, Media
Education is as much about new ways of
working as it is about the introduction of
a new subject area.

14. Media Education involves
collaborative learning. It is group focused.
It assumes that individual learning is
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enhanced not through competition but
through access to the insights and
resources of the whole group.

15. Media Education consists of both
practical criticism and critical practice. It
affirms the primacy of cultural criticism
over cultural reproduction.

16. Media Education
process. Ideally it means forging
relationships with  parents, media
professionals and teacher-colleagues.

17. Media Education is committed to
the principle of continuous change. It
must develop in tandem with a
continuously changing reality.

18. Underpinning Media Education is
a distinctive epistemology. Existing
knowledge is not simply transmitted by
teachers or 'discovered" by students. It is
not an end but a beginning. It is the
subject of critical investigation and
dialogue out of which new knowledge is
actively created by students and
teachers" [18].

On the basis of the principles of media
education developed by foreign
scientists, Ukrainian researchers have
formulated a number of principles [12],
which we summarized on the basis of
certain meaningful elements of the
general systems theory developed by
Yu.A. Urmantsev [23]. Let us consider
these principles.

1. A personality socio-psychological
approach, which presupposes focusing on
the actual media needs of all participants
in the educational/media educational
process, as well as taking into account
various features (age, individual, socio-
psychological media cultural features,
certain media preferences).

2. Permanent updating the content
of media education based on modern
media technologies, information and
communication technologies, on certain
changes in the field of mass media and
media culture of society, its separate

is a holistic

layers, youth subculture, as well as
changes in the context of current
information  precedents and media
phenomena. At the same time, the

implementation of this principle requires a
certain balance between the current state
of society and its historical heritage.
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3. The priority of national, social,
universal moral and ethical values,
which is supported through the
protection of public morality and
universal value norms, in particular the
value/positive attitude of the
participants in the educational process
towards their socio-natural environment
— towards the society, state, people,
nature, art, labour and themselves.
Under such conditions, the development
of national culture, respect for national
traditions, consideration of the national
and ethnolinguistic specificity of the
media needs of students and teachers,
and the growth of the prestige of
Ukrainian-language communication in
Ukraine and the world, take place.

4. Civic orientation and patriotism,
as media education becomes an essential
factor in the formation of the political
culture of society, the conscious civic

patriotic position of a personality,
his/her patriotic feelings, patriotic
outlook, the consolidation of the

Ukrainian people, the development of
civil society (based on the potential of
public unions and associations, other

public movements), formation and
strengthening of national identity.
5. Aesthetic  elevation in the

context of media education involves
the wide use of the best/progressive
achievements of various forms of modern
art and aesthetic education of the
participants in the educational/media
educational process by means of fine
arts, music, fiction, cinema, folklore
practices, taking into account the
potential of institutions and separate
projects of an artistic profile existing in
society in general and at the local level.

6. Productive motivation of the
participants in the
educational/media educational
process involves creative perception of
media effects and the development of the
ability of children and youth to create
their own media products for the
purpose of using them in society, which
contributes to the formation of
productive motivation of all participants
in the media-educational process.
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7. Critical thinking of the
participants in the educational/media
educational process presupposes the
formation of instrumental skills of critical
perception, analytical processing of media
information, assessment of its reliability
and objectivity, as well as the creation of
new — progressive — meanings in the
students.

Let us consider the general systems
theory, which is based on the law of
system rearrangements, according to
which any object as a system entity is
rearranged due to seven ways: by
changing three basic characteristics of the

quality

world - quantity, quality, relationships
between elements or one of the possible
connections of these features (isomers).

If the presented features are marked
as A (quality), B (relationships), C.
(quantity), then we get four additional
connections: AB, AC, VS, ABC.

So, there are only seven ways of
forming systems (to which all system
formations of the world obey): A, B, C,
AB, AC, VS, ABC.

In graphic form, this procedure
implements the universal system base of
the system formations of the Universe.

/AN

/NN

quantity —

BC

AC
c
-+——  relationships

Fig. 1. Graphic expression of the general systems theory, according to
Yu.A. Urmantsev

Let us show the systematic correlation reality, being represented in
of some educational and pedagogical monographic publications, specialized
categories in accordance with the general journals, conference proceedings [2-6;
systems theory, which we widely apply 24; 25]:
during the analysis of pedagogical

EDUCATION

Professional Parental school

(high) school {pre-schooling)
Continuous
schooling

/ throughout life \
DEVELOPMENT
TEALHING General e UPBRINGING

education

(basic) school

Fig. 2. The model of the school as a social institution (source: author’s
research)
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The represented structure which is taken from various sources

corresponds to the model of a person as
a subject of psychology, the structure of

Personality

devoted to the study of the analysis of a
person as a subject of psychology.

AN

Consciousness

person

An integral

Human psyche

Activity

—» Behaviour ——

Unconscious

Fig. 3. Model of a person as a subject of psychology (source: author’s research)

In this regard, the psychological
structure of the personality developed by
H.S. Kostyuk is of great interest for us
[13]. It consists of the following elements:

— sphere of consciousness;

— mental qualities;

— sphere of education or acquired

knowledge;
— motivational sphere (needs and
interests, views and beliefs, spiritual

requests);

Mental qualities

—a subsystem of  behavioural
characteristics;
—a subsystem of the individual

uniqueness of the mental composition of
the personality and character.

If we transform this structure in
accordance with the general systems
theory, we get the following model of the
human personality structure.

AR

Sphere of
consciousness

An integral
person

A subsystem of the individual
uniqueness of the mental composition
of the personality and character

Sphere of education —p=
or acquired knowledge

A subsystem
of behavioural
characteristics

-

Motivational sphere
(needs and interests,
views and beliefs,
spiritual requests)

Fig. 4. Psychological structure of the personality according to the general

systems theory (source:
We summarized the principles of

media education (as well as some
pedagogical phenomena) based on the
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author’s research)

semantic elements of the

systems theory.

general
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Table 1

System correlation of the principles of media education and some pedagogical
phenomena based on the meaningful elements of the general systems theory

(source: author’s research

Principles of
media education

Elements of the model of
the school as a social
institution

Elements of the model of
human being as a subject

of psychology

Personal socio-
psychological approach

Education

Personality

Permanent updating the
content of media education

Continuous schooling
throughout life

An integral person

The priority of national,
social, universal moral and

Parental (pre-schooling)

Human psyche

ethical values school
Civic orientation and o .
. Upbringing Unconscious
patriotism
Aesthetic elevation in the General education Behaviour
context of media education (basic) school
Productive motivation of
the participants in the Teaching Activity
educational / media
educational process
Critical thinking of the
participants in the Professional Consciousness

educational / media
educational process

(high) school

Conclusions and research
perspectives. Despite the fact that media
education has recently received strong
development in the world and in Ukraine,
the conceptual principles of media
education are in a state of development
and deepening, as evidenced by the
formulation of the main principles of
media education by Ukrainian researchers
based on the analysis of the principles of
media education developed by foreign
scientists, when some aspects of the latter
were not included in the Ukrainian
Concept of Media Education, while some
principles of the mentioned Concept are
original ones not being reflected in the
principles/fundamentals of media
education developed by foreign scientists.

In our article, the principles of the
Concept of  implementing media
education in Ukraine were generalized
and somewhat deepened (received a
systemic meaning) based on certain
meaningful elements of the general
systems theory. This made it possible to
carry out a systematic correlation of the
principles of media education, some
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pedagogical phenomena based on the
meaningful elements of the general
systems theory.

Thus, it is shown that the principles of
media education, the elements of the
model of the school as a social institution,
and the elements of the model of the
human being as a subject of psychology
are in system-correlation position, which
testifies, firstly, to the triumph of the
philosophical principle of the unity of the
world, and, secondly, to that that the
procedure of systematic generalization of
the principles of media education is
adequate to the theoretical and
methodological foundations of both the
general systems theory and the
pedagogical teaching about the school (as
a social institution) and media education
as an essential aspect of the latter.

The table developed by the author
"Systemic correlation of the principles of
media education, some pedagogical
phenomena based on the meaningful
elements of the general systems theory"
allows to deepen the formulation of such
principle of media education as
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"Aesthetic elevation in the context of
media education", since this principle
corresponds to such an element of the
school (as a social institution) as "general
education (basic) school". It is proposed
to formulate this principle as follows:
"Aesthetic elevation and expansion of the
horizon of knowledge of the participants
in the media education process." Thus,
this principle affirms the unity of the
aesthetic (right-hemisphere) and
knowledge (left-hemisphere) aspects of
the activities of the institutions of
general education, which should take
place within the framework of these
institutions, since their activities stem
from the parental school (within the
framework of preschool education
institutions), in the activities of which
education and wupbringing of children

mainly implement the functions of the
right hemisphere of the human brain.
That is, in the institutions of general
education, the aesthetic (right-
hemisphere, creatively-centred) elevation
should not be inhibited, but should be
supported along with the development of
the knowledge (left-hemisphere,
abstract-logical)  aspect. Such an
approach makes it possible to overcome
the paradoxical meaning of the Japanese
proverb: "a child is a genius at five years
old, a child is talented at twelve, and at
twenty — it is an ordinary person."

The task of systemic analysis and
deepening each of the seven systemically
presented principles of media education
can be considered the perspective areas
of development of the principles of media
education.
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