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CREATIVITY DEVELOPMENT OF FUTURE SOCIAL WORKERS WITHIN THE
SOCIAL WORK FIELD EDUCATION

S. M. Sytniakivska*, N. A. Seiko**, N. P. Pavlyk**

The article deals with the problem of creativity development of future social workers within the
social work field education.

It is proved that creativity development is absolutely necessary not only because creativity is one
of the requisite twenty-first century skills but also because the profession of social worker is
impossible without a creative approach in solving professional tasks in today’s rapidly changing
society.

It was indicated that the quality of future social workers professional training will improve if their
creative abilities and creative activity are actualized within social work field education, so the aim of
the study is to suggest the ways of developing creative abilities of future social workers in the
process of social work field education.

The concept of field education was described, as well as key principles that guide field education
programs and provide objectives for field education.

The aim and main tasks of field education within the Master educational program (Social Work,
Social Pedagogy) of Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University were also presented.

In the article special training that includes conducting training exercises within the supervision
sessions for the development of creative abilities of future social workers in the process of social
work field education, were described. These training exercises are aimed at developing students’
divergent thinking; contribute to increasing self-esteem, and also increase motivation to develop new
skills; training of teamwork skills, as well as public presentation of its results; exercises which
contribute to the deepening of the processes of self-disclosure of one's own professional self, the
formation of the skills of self-analysis, self-understanding and self-criticism; summarizing the ideas
of students about their creative abilities which is of great importance within social work field
education.
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A conclusion was made that conducting special training within the supervision sessions will
contribute to the development of future social workers’ creative abilities which, in its turn, will
enable students to use a creative approach while solving professional tasks in the process of social
work field education. It was also stated that further research will be devoted to the development of
students’ critical thinking during the social work field education.

Keywords: creativity, creative abilities, supervision, professional training, social sphere
specialists, social work field education.

PO3BHUHTOK KPEATHBHOCTI MAHBYTHIX COIIIAABHUX ITPAIIIBHUKIB B
YMOBAX ITPAKTHKH I3 COLIIAABHOI POBOTH

C. M. CuTHusakiBcbeka, H. A. Ceiiko, H. II. IlaBAuk

Y cmammi posensidaemovest npobiema  po3seumrKy KpeamueHocmi MaiilbymHix CouianbHUX
NPAayisHUKI8 Y pamMKax NPaKmuKu i3 coyianbHoi pobomu.

/LlogedeHo, w0 po38UMOK KpeamugHocmi € KoHue HeoOXiOHUM He Aulle MOMY, UL0 KpeamueHiCmb
€ OOHiet0 3 HeobxiOHuUx Hasuuokx XXI cmonimms, a i momy, wo npoghecisi CoyianbH020 NPAyIBHUKA
Hemookuea 6e3 meopuozo nidxody 00 suUpilleHHsl NPOPeCiliHUX 3a800Hb Y CYUACHOMY CYCNITbCMEI,
WO WEUOKO SMIHIOEMBCSL.

3asHaueHo, wo sKicmb npogeciliHol nidzomoeku MAUOYMHIX COUIANbHUX NPAUIBHUKIB
noKkpauwiumecst 3a ymosu axkmyanizayii meopuux 30ibHocmeti ma meopuoi axkmueHocmi MatidymHix
COYIANBHUX NPAYIBHUKI8 i PAMKAX NPAKMUKU i3 couianbHol pobomu, momy mema OOCNIOIKEHHS —
3anponoHyeamu WASXU po3eUMKY meopuux 30ibHocmell MAUOYMHIX COUIOAbHI NPAUIBHUKU 8
npoueci npaKmuku i3 coyianbHoi pobomu.

By.nio onucaHo KoHYUenuio npakmuku Yy COUIAIbHUX YCMAHO8AX MA CAYKOAX, a MAKOIK KAIOUOST
NPUHUUNU, SIKUMU KepylombCsl Y Npoueci nNpaKkmrku ma eusHauaroms i yini.

Takxox 6yno npedcmagnieHo memy, OCHOBHI 3a80AHHS NPAKMUKU Y COUIANIbHUX YCMaHo8ax ma
cnyxbax 8 pamkax mazicmepcvkoi ocgimHwooi npoepamu (CoyianvHa poboma, CouianbHa nedazozika)
2Kumomupcorozo deprkagHoz0 yHisepcumemy imeri Ieana Pparka.

Y cmammi onucaHo cneyianbHi mpeHiHzU — MPEHIH208l 8NPABU, SIKL NPOBOOSIMbCS 8 PAMKAX
cynepeisiliHux cecili 0ns po3sumky meopuux 30i6Hocmell MallbymHiX COUIANbHUX NPAUIBHUKIE Y
npoyeci NPpaKmukKu 8 COYIaNIbHUX ycmaHoeax ma cayskbax. Ll mpeHysanbHi 8npasu CnpsimMo8aHi HA
PpO38UMOK OUBEepP2eHMHO020 MUCTEHHST CMYOeHMI8;, CNPUsioms NIOBUUWLEHHIO CAMOOUIHKU, A MAKOXK
NOCUJTIOIOMb MOMUBAUII0 00 PO38UMKY HOBUX HABUUOK, MPEHYBAHHSL HABUUOK KOMAHOHOI pobomu, a
maKook nybniuHe npedcmagneHHs il pesysnbmamis; enpasu, SKi CNpusitoms no2iuUbAeHHIO NPouecie
Camopo3Kpummsi 8/1acH020 NPoghecitiHozo 5, PopMYy8aHHIO HABUUOK CAMOAHANIZY, CAMOPOIYMIHHSL
ma camoKpumuku, Yy3azaslbHeHHsl YsieleHb cmyoeHmig npo ixHi meopui 30i6HOCMi, UL0 MAE 8esuKe
3HAUEHHS 8 NPOUECT NPOXOOIEHHS NPAKMUKU.

3pobnerHo 6UCHOB0K, WO NPOBEOeHHST CNeyialbHUX MPEHIH2I8 Y pamKax cynepeisiliHux ceciil
cnpusimume po3gumiry meopuux 30i6Hocmell MalibyMHIX COUIANbHUX NPAYIBHUKIB, UL0 Y C80H uepay
dacme 3mo2y cmydeHmam KpeamueHO nioxooumu 00 BUPIULEeHHSI NpogeciliHux 3a80aHb Y npouect
NPOXOOXKEHHST NPAKMUKU 8 COYlanbHUX ycmaHosax ma cayxxbax. Takox 6Yysno 3asHAUEHO, WO
nooanbwi 00CniOKeHHsT 6YOymb NPUCEsUeHi po38UMKY KPUMUUHO20 MUCEHHST cmydeHmie nid uac
HABUAHHSL MA NPOXOOIKEHHS NPAKMUKU.

Knrouoei cnoea: rkpeamusgHicmb, meopui 30i0HOCmi, cynepsisis, npogeciiiHa nidzomosxa,
cneuyiasicmu CoyianbHOL chepu, npaKkmura i3 coyianbHoi pobomu.

Introduction of the issue. The transformations in all spheres of human
radical change in society that is taking activity. This situation necessitates the
place during the war and will continue in creative participation of all members of
the post-war period in Ukraine is a society in this process because
controversial, complex, and lengthy insufficient creative activity, lack of
process involving the search for new effective incentives for its development
ways and means of implementing and integration are the main factors that
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impede the implementation of new ideas,
plans, new targets and orientations that
are necessary in the context of the
development of our state. In a humane
and civilized society, which Ukraine is
striving for, personality development and
their creative capabilities become the
endpoint of all social relations. Therefore,
the problem of high-quality professional
training of future social workers, a
profession in demand both during the
war and in the post-war period, who will
be able to creatively approach the new
challenges of the profession, is extremely
relevant. Nowadays, a creative approach
to the performance of professional duties
is both a condition and an indicator of
intensive renewal of social work.

Current state of the issue. The issue
of the formation of the creative
personality of the future social worker is,
to some extent, covered in the scientific
research of philosophers, psychologists,
pedagogues, as well as specialists of
social sphere. Much attention to the
development of this problem was paid by

N. Seiko, N. Pavlyk, O. Bezpalko,
R. Vinola, I. Zvereva, A. Kapska,
O. Karpenko, I. Migovich, L. Mishchyk,

J. Petrochko (social sphere scientists and
practitioners), as well as O. Dubaseniuk,
O. Antonova (pedagogues) and others.
These scientists clarify the essence of the
main categories of the problem, define
the specifics of social and pedagogical
creativity and ways of its
implementation. In the system of
professional training of future social
pedagogues, at the initial stages of their
involvement in practical activities, there
is a particularly great need to deepen
theoretical and practical training for
creative professional activity.

Also, the need to develop the issue of
forming a creative personality in terms of
developing their potential and creative
abilities is mentioned in regulatory
documents: the described problem is
highlighted as an important issue at the
state level. These provisions are reflected
in the Constitution of Ukraine, the Laws
of Ukraine "On Education" [1], "On
Higher Education" [2], "On General
Secondary Education" [3], "On Scientific
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and Scientific-Technical Activities" [4],
"On Out-of-School Education" [S], "On
Scientific and Technical Information" [6]
and numerous bylaws. The regulatory
framework assumes that Ukrainian
statehood, civil and legal society will
develop progressively only if active work
is carried out in all spheres of life, which
is formed during education, upbringing
of a creative personality, as well as when
he or she uses these developed abilities.

Therefore, in the conditions of modern
society, one of the main tasks of higher
education is to develop the creative
abilities of the individual during their
preparation for professional activity. The
implementation of this development is
complicated by differences in scientific
views on its process and mechanisms, as
well as on its actualization.

It should be noted that the
development of creative abilities during
theoretical training of students is given
great attention by scientists, higher
education institutions train specialists of
various profiles, including social sphere
specialists at a high professional level,
developing their creativity, skills and
abilities to work in fast-paced conditions,
while less attention is paid to the
development of creative abilities during
the social work field education, which is
led to the choice of our research topic.
We believe that the quality of future
social workers professional training will
improve if the creative abilities and
creative activity of future social workers
are actualized within social work field
education.

Aim of research is to suggest the
ways of developing creative abilities of
future social workers in the process of
social work field education.

Research methods: theoretical
analysis of methodological and
pedagogical literature, Internet resources
on the issue connected with the topic,
forms and methods of its organization;
synthesis and generalization.

Results and discussion. To start with
we should distinguish the nature of
social work field education and the
possibilities of the development of
creativity within it.
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According to the generally accepted
definition field education is one of the
compulsory academic social work
subjects undertaken within a pre-
qualifying Bachelor of Social Work or
Master of Social Work degree and is a
core component of the social work
education process. Field education is
also a compulsory component of some
other human service qualifications [7].
Accordingly, field education coordinator
is the university-based staff person or
persons allocated to manage the field
education program within the pre-
qualifying social work/human service
program.

Field education 1is a distinctive
pedagogy for social work education. It
enables students to integrate classroom
learning with professional practice so
that students notice and refine their
ways of thinking, doing and being. Field
education socializes students into the
profession through immersion in real
practice contexts, while allowing a
constructive and reciprocal learning
space to develop. Students make sense
of what it means to be a social worker by
developing their professional identity,
integrity, and practice frameworks [8].

Most universities in Ukraine describe
key principles that guide their field
education  programs and  provide
objectives for field education. Although
Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University
has its own educational approach and
locates field education in its own social

work curriculum, departmental and
university context, there are strong
similarities in definitions, wunderlying

principles and course objectives. Partly,
this is because the professional standard

"Social worker" has set national
minimum requirements for  field
education, which must be met if
graduates are to Dbe eligible for

membership of the professional body [9].

According to Master educational
program (Social Work, Social Pedagogy)
(MEP) of Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State
University it is required to include a
minimum of two placements in their
social work courses, which together
must include a minimum of 42 days or
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270 hours of supervised practice in a
workplace setting [10]. The two
placements must occur in different
calendar years and offer a range of
different social work experiences for
students [11].

The aim of this field education within
MEP (Social Work, Social Pedagogy) is
structuring all stages of future social
workers professional training: formation
of sustainable professional interest in the
chosen specialty; familiarization with the
specifics and content of socio-
pedagogical activities in educational,
social, cultural and recreational
institutions; promotion of students'
mastery of various types of socio-
pedagogical activities; formation of skills
to apply theoretical knowledge in
practice; the use of socio-pedagogical
techniques, forms and methods when
performing various professional roles.

The main tasks of the field education
within MEP (Social Work, Social
Pedagogy) are:

1. Familiarize students with the main
content of activities of relevant social
sphere organizations.

2. To demonstrate the skills of
applying theoretical knowledge in
accordance with the profile of the basic
institution of field education.

3. Demonstrate the ability to provide
social assistance through the specified
forms: correspondence (hotline,
information and advisory services for
disabled children, drug addicts, etc.);
face-to-face (short-term communication
with the client during visits to crisis
centers, rehabilitation centers); inpatient
(long-term monitoring of the client in
shelters, boarding schools, specialized
institutions); complex, which involve
interaction with doctors, psychologists,
rehabilitators, and other specialists.

4. To improve organizational,
diagnostic, didactic, analytical, design,
communication skills and abilities.

5. To form the ability to organize and
conduct work related to the provision of
individual or group assistance to clients
in the process of socialization.

6. To develop theoretical research in
research and methodical work, to create
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self-
in a

a need for self-education,
identification as a professional
specific field of social work.

During the internship or social work
field education (both terms are possible
in our country), the student must
acquire the following competencies:

- the ability to analyze the practical
experience of specialists in the field of
social work, one's own professional
activity;

- the ability to diagnose personality
problems, to find optimal ways to solve
them;

- the ability to plan the stages of
activity in order to achieve a specific

result, to design social assistance
programs;
- the ability to independently

implement a program of providing social
assistance and client support;

- the ability to scientifically
substantiate the results of social activity;

-the ability to realize creative
potential for improving the forms,
methods, and technologies of social
activity.

As a result of social work field
education, students should demonstrate
the following learning outcomes:

1. Solve complex tasks and problems
that require updating and integration of
knowledge in conditions of
incomplete /insufficient information and
conflicting requirements.

2. Collect and carry out quantitative
and qualitative analysis of empirical
data.

3. Independently and autonomously
find information necessary for
professional growth, master it,
assimilate, and produce new knowledge,
develop professional skills and qualities.

4. Make decisions autonomously in
difficult and unpredictable situations.

S. Perform reflective practices in the
context of social work  values,
responsibility, including  prevention
professional burnout.

6. Analyze the social and individual
context of the problems of the person,
family, social group, and community;
formulate the goal and tasks of social
work, plan interventions in difficult and
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unpredictable circumstances in
accordance with the values of social
work.

7. To organize the joint activities of
various fields specialists and non-
professionals, to prepare them for the
performance of social work tasks, to
initiate team formation and to coordinate
teamwork.

8. Demonstrate initiative,
independence, and originality; generate

new ideas for solving tasks of
professional activity.
9. Determine the methodology of

applied scientific research and apply
methods of quantitative and qualitative
analysis of results, including methods of
mathematical statistics.

10. Develop social projects at a highly
professional level.

11. Independently build and maintain

purposeful, professional relationships
with a wide range of people,
representatives of various communities
and organizations, argue, convince,
conduct constructive negotiations,
productive conversations, discussions,

be tolerant of alternative opinions.

12. Demonstrate a positive attitude
towards this profession and comply with
the ethical principles and standards of
social work with one's behavior [11].

In order to achieve the specified
learning outcomes, develop the
competencies specified in the Master
educational program, and generally
reach the goal of social work field
education, by completing the specified
practice tasks in such a short period of
time, which is allocated for internship
(for example, in America and Canada,
such practice must include 143 days or
1000 hours of supervised practice), the
student needs to approach tasks very
creatively. It is not for nothing that
creativity is considered one of the types
of professionalism, because it is
absolutely necessary when solving social
problems.

Although the concept of creativity is
too difficult to define, the following
essential aspects can be singled out for
its explanation. The central aspect of
creative activity is obtaining new results
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when using new methods, this is exactly
what a social worker needs, because
he/she cannot predict this or that
problem of the client and in the process
of professional activity must creatively
apply various methods and forms of
work to achieve effective result. If a lot of
attention is paid to the development of
creative abilities during the academic
training of students within the
university, then less attention is paid to
the development of creative abilities
during internship, since little time is
allocated for the practice itself, so the
emphasis falls on the performance of
professional tasks. But creativity, like
the creative personality itself, is realized
in activity. Activity is considered as a
condition for the realization of creative
possibilities of an individual. In the
process of activity, a variety of important
professional qualities of the future social
worker are formed, and  his/her
opportunities are realized. And the
activity is realized in the process of
internship to the fullest, that's why we
offer develop students’ creativity within
supervision during social work field
education, as in social work,
‘professional supervision’ is not just line
management or assessment of
performance. It includes support,
education, and assistance in the
development of personal and professional
qualities.

In view of the above, instructors
appointed as university supervisors
began to conduct special trainings within
the framework of regular student
supervision sessions, in addition to the
main issues as monitoring, supporting,
problem-solving, in order to activate the
development of personal and professional
qualities during the internship. Under
special trainings we mean training
exercises for the development of creative
abilities of future social workers in the
process of regular student supervision
sessions.

These training exercises are aimed at
developing students' divergent, critical
thinking; contribute to the deepening of
the communication skills, collaboration;
mastering the skills of successful
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behavior and constructive overcoming of

problematic situations in social
activities; learning to generate ideas
about possible options for practical

application of resources possessed by
students; contribute to increasing self-
esteem, and also increase motivation to
develop new skills; training of teamwork
skills, as well as public presentation of
its results; contribute to the deepening of
the processes of self-disclosure of one's
own professional self, the formation of
the skills of self-analysis, self-
understanding and self-criticism;
summarizing the ideas of students about
their creative abilities which are of great
importance not only within social work
field education, but also considered the
21st century skills.

Online and other technologies are now
commonly used as educational tools in
different spheres including social work
education. Trainings began to be held on
online platforms with the involvement of
all students, regardless of their intership
placement. We suggest conducting them
twice a week, as internship has a very
short term. In addition to special
trainings aimed at developing students'
creative abilities, we suggest offer
students other tasks to develop creative
abilities during regular student
supervision sessions, such as: personal
reflections, peer review, ethical
dilemmas, problem-solving sessions,
critical reflections. We suggest using
methods that also affect the development
of students' creativity: brainstorming, the
method of focal objects, composing and
performing creative tasks, research
tasks, the method of trial and error, the
method of fantasizing, the synectic
method, the method of control questions,
coaching method, the use of business
and role-playing games, some issues of
which students can follow during
internship. At the same time, special
attention should be paid to the
development of independent creative
abilities of students, because through
creativity the professional interests and
inclinations of students are most fully
manifested.
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Conclusions and research Conducting special trainings within
perspectives. Today, our society has an the supervision sessions via online
urgent need for creative, active, platforms  will contribute to the
intellectually, and spiritually developed development of future social workers’
professionals. Therefore, the task of the creative abilities which in its term will
lecturer, teacher, instructor is not to enables students to wuse a creative
inform but to reveal the experience of the approach while solving professional
students regarding the presented while tasks in the process of social work field
studying information. First of all, it education. Further research will be
should not be forced learning, but devoted to the development of students’
encouragement to learn, respect for the critical thinking during the social work
student's intellectual power. field education.
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