Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University Journal. Pedagogical Sciences. Vol. 2 (117)

Bicrux 2Kumomupcbkozo OeprcagHoz0 YyHigepcumemy imeHi Isana dparka.
ITedazoeiuni Hayku. Bun. 2 (117)

Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University Journal.
Pedagogical Sciences. Vol. 2 (117)

BicaHuk 2KUTOMUPCBHKOTO AEP3KaBHOTO
yHiBepcuteTy iMeHi IBana ®paHnka.
[Temaroriuni Hayku. Bum. 2 (117)

ISSN (Print): 2663-6387
ISSN (Online): 2664-0155

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
JOIIIKIABHA OCBITA

UDC 373.2:172.15
DOI 10.35433/pedagogy.2(117).2024.3

PECULIARITIES OF FORMATION OF VALUE ATTITUDE TO THE
MOTHERLAND IN PRESCHOOL AGE

M. A. Fedorova*, O. O. Maksymova*

The article analyzes peculiarities of the formation of value attitude to the Motherland in senior
preschool children. It is noted that scientific literature reveals the essence and content of the concept
of "value attitudes towards the Motherland", substantiates its structure; the sensitive periods and
mechanisms of formation of value attitudes towards the Motherland at different stages of
ontogenesis are studied; directions of work of its formation in preschool childhood are proposed. The
definition proposed describes the value attitude to the Motherland of a preschool child as a stable
conscious connection of the child with the close environment, which is manifested in positive
emotional experiences associated with this environment, awareness of its importance for the child
and is reflected in actions aimed at its preservation and development.

In preschool age, the foundations of a value attitude towards the Motherland are laid, including
positive experience of interaction with the natural and social environment, a set of positive
impressions related to the place where the child lives and the people around him or her. The work
on the formation of a value-based attitude to the Motherland is carried out in the following areas:
accumulation of positive emotions and impressions related to the close environment; formation of a
system of knowledge about the Motherland and the formation of an "image of the Motherland";
inclusion in relevant practical activities.

In order to diagnose the value attitude to the Motherland in senior preschool children we have
chosen cognitive, emotional and practical criteria. The conducted research allowed us to conclude
that at the end of senior preschool age most children have high and average levels of formation of
the cognitive criterion of value attitude to the Motherland. A low level of formation of the cognitive
criterion of value attitude to the Motherland is made up of a small number of preschoolers who
irregularly attended preschool educational institutions.

Keywords: attitude, value attitude, Motherland, image of Motherland, the cognitive criterion of
value attitude to Motherland, senior preschool age.
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OCOBAHBOCTI OPMYBAHHS IITHHICHOT'O CTABAEHHS 1O
BATBKIBIIIHHHA Y NJOIIKIABHOMY BIIII

M. A. ®enopoBa, O. O. MakcumoBa

Y emammi npoaranizosaHo ocobaugocmi poOpMYye8aHHsL UIHHICHO20 cmaesieHHst 00 Bambkiswuru
Yy dimeli cmapulo2o O0WKLILHO20 8iKY. 3a3HaueHo, U0 Yy HayKoslll Aimepamypi po3Kpumo cymHicmo
i amicm noHsmms "UiHHICHEe cmaeseHHs 00 BambkiswuHu', 06IpYyHmMoeaHo 1020 cmpyKkmypy;
B8UBUEHO CEHCUMUBHI Nepiodu ma MexaHi3MU POPMYBAHHSL YIHHICHO20 cmaessieHHst 00 bambkisuuHu
Ha PI3HUX emanax oHmozeHesy,; 3anponoHo8aHO HANPSMU pobomu 3 1i020 8UXO8AHHS Y OOUKLIbHOMY
oumuHcmei. [IponoHyemucsi 8USHAUEHHS], 3210HO 3 SIKUM UiHHICHEe cmaesieHHsi 00 BamekrisuwuHu
OumuHU OOWKLILHO20 B8IKY PO3YyMiembest K cmilikull ycgidomneHuil 385130k OumuHu 3 6 ausbkum
OMOUEHHAM, SIKULL NPOSIBASIEMBCS Y NOSUMUBHUX EMOUIUHUX NepesKU8aHHSX, NO8’SI3aHUX 3 UUM
OMOUEHHAM, YCBIOOMAEHHIM 1i020 3HAUYULOCMI 0151 OUMUHU 1 8i0obparkaemubest 8 0isiX, CNPSIMOBAHUX
Ha 1io20 30eperkeHHsl | pO38UMOK.

Y OowxineHomy e6iyi 3aKnadaromecsi OCHOBU UIHHICHO20 cmagsieHHsi 0o BamvkiswuHu, sKi
8K/IIOUAIOMb NO3UMUBHUL 00C8I0 83aeMO0ii 3 NPUPOOHUM | COUIANbHUM OMOUEHHSIM, CYKYNHICMb
NO3UMUBHUX 8PAIKEHb, N0’ SI3AHUX 3 Micuem, 0e npoxusae OUMuUHA ma AdbMu, KL ii omouyrome.
Poboma 3 ¢opmysaHHs UIHHICHO20 cmagieHHsi 00 BambKiewWUuHU 30ilCHI0EMbCS 3a MaKumu
HANPSAMAMU: HAKONUUEHHS. NO3UMUBHUX eMOUill | 8pa’KeHb, Noe’si3aHux 3 O/U3bKUM OMOUSHHSIM,
opmysaHHss cucmemu 3HAHb npo BbambKiswuHy ma gopmysarHs "obpazy BbambKrisuiuHu';
BKJIIOUEHHSL Y 8IONOBIOHY NPAKMUUHY OLsL/TbHICMb.

3 memoro diaeHOCMuUKU YIHHICHO20 cmag/ieHHst 00 bambKiguuHU 8 dimeil cmapuio20 OOUKLIbHO20
8IKY HOMU O0OPAHO KOZHIMUBHUL, eMOouiliHo-nouymmesuli ma npakmuuHull kpumepii. IIpoeedere
0ocioAeHHsT 003680UN0 3pObUMU 8UCHOBOK NPO me, W0 HANPUKIHUL cmapuioz0 OOUKLIbHO20 8iKY
6inbwicms Odimeli maromb SUCOKUU [ cepelHill pIiBHI cghopmosaHOCMi KOZHIMUBHO20 Kpumepiro
UYIHHICHO20 cmasieHHs 00 bambkisuuHu. HusbKuil pigeHb cgpopmosaHocmi KOZHIMUBHO20 Kpumepio
UIHHICHO20 cmaesieHHsT 00 bBambkisuwuHu cKaadae He3HAUHA KLIbKICmb OOWKLIbHUKIE, SIKL
Hepez2ynspHo 8i0gidyeanu 3ariad 0OUKUIbHOI oceimu.

Knrwuoei cnoea: cmasneHHs, UiHHICHe cmaeneHHs, BambkiswuHa, o06pa3z BambKisujuHu,
KO2HIMUBHUI Kpumepiil YiHHICHO20 cmaessieHHst 00 bambKisuwuHu, cmapuluil OOWKLIbHUL 8IK.

Introduction of the issue. Over the growing personality, since qualities are
past decade, the Ukrainian education the consequences of the social
system has been developing new experience and stable attitudes
approaches to the organization of accumulated by the personality. Based
patriotic education of children and on this, the main task of patriotic
youth: a search for new content, optimal education is considered to be the
forms and methods of patriotism formation of children's value attitude
education is underway. Ukrainian towards the Motherland, the highest
scholars have developed methodological manifestation of which is patriotism.
foundations for patriotic education Current state of the issue. Since the
(I. Bekh, O. Vyshnevskyi, second half of the twentieth century
O. Sukhomlynska, K. Chorna), ways to scientists have conducted studies that
involve children and youth in national propose the essence and content of the
values (I. Bekh, V. Lappo, N. Lysenko), concepts of "value" and "value attitudes",
and the formation of ethnic identification substantiate = their = structure and
of the individual (M. Bondar, mechanisms of formation at different age
M. Boryshevskyi, V. Lappo, I. Rogalska- periods; suggest different classifications
Yablonska, O. Stetsiuk). of values that make up the content of

In terms of the personality-oriented education; study the sensitive periods of
approach, the content of education is not assignment of values by a person at
so much the formation of certain different stages of ontogenesis; determine
personal qualities, but the formation of a the directions and methods of educating
system of values and value attitudes in a the value attitudes of a person.
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In the scientific literature the concept
of "attitude" is defined as a system of
individual, selective, conscious
connections of the individual with reality,
reflecting the interdependence of the
needs of the individual with the objects
and phenomena of the surrounding
world [3]. As we can see from the
definition, the main characteristic of the
concept of "attitude" is the ability of
objects, phenomena of reality to meet the
needs of the individual.

In the study of O. Smakula, the value
attitude is interpreted as a positively
colored emotional experience of the
subject of his relationship with a certain
object, which stems from the awareness
of the ability of this object to meet
certain needs of the subject [6: 8]. In the
works of V. Ushmarova, the value
attitude is defined as a stable selective
connection of the subject with the object
of the surrounding world, when this
object, acting in its social meaning,
acquires a personal meaning for the
subject, is regarded as significant for the
life of society and an individual [9: 93].
Thus, ‘'"value attitude" reflects the
relationship between the needs of the
subject and the qualities of the object.

The structure of the value attitude is
presented in philosophy as a multi-level
one: the primary layer of desires and
needs of the individual, the choice of a

person between focusing on the
immediate goals and the long-term
perspective, the realization that one's

own life orientations and values are the
basis for other people's assessment.

[. Bech notes that value attitude
should be emotionally felt and
experienced by a person, it is manifested
in actions and deeds and is a regulator of
personal behavior. Value attitudes are
formed and realized in the process of
communication and practical activity [1:
208]. Thus, the nature of value attitudes
has two aspects: emotional and mental.
The emotional aspect reflects a person's
subjective emotional connection with
surrounding objects, phenomena, and
people, while the mental aspect makes
these images conscious.
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In dictionaries the Motherland is
defined as the country where a person
was born and of which he or she is a
citizen. Since ancient times, the value of
the Motherland has been defined as a
universal value which emphasizes its
sole social function, purpose, content,
and focus of education. In philosophy, it
is suggested to consider the value
attitude in unity with the wvalue and
ethical assessment. Value attitude helps
to determine how significant an object is
for the subject (i.e., to determine its
value); evaluation allows to translate the
results of the attitude into the
intellectual plane. Thus, a child should
feel the significance of the Motherland on
an emotional level and comprehend /
evaluate it as value.

The image of the Motherland is formed

from birth, and each person has a
different  one. National traditions,
customs, culture, language - all this

influences the child, shapes his or her
worldview and understanding of the
value of the Motherland. For a young
child, the image of the Motherland is
concrete and tangible: it is associated
with the home, the area where the child
lives, and the people around him or her.
The image of the homeland is intertwined
with the impressions and feelings
experienced by a child during his or her
childhood. Thus, it is possible to argue
about the emotional basis of the value
attitude to the Motherland. It is also
necessary to emphasize the peculiarity of
preschoolers’ understanding of the
concept of "Motherland". The Motherland
in the child's understanding is closely
connected with a specific idea of what is
dear and close to the child, that is, with
love for parents and other emotionally
close people, their = home, the
surrounding nature, toys, songs, artistic
words, and what brings them joy.

Taking into account the results of
scientific research, we will try to present
our own definition of the concept of
"value attitude towards the preschool
child's homeland" as a stable conscious
connection of the child with the close
environment (family, surrounding people,
home, kindergarten, city / village), which
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is manifested in positive emotional
experiences associated  with this
environment, awareness of its

importance for the child and is reflected
in actions aimed at its preservation and
development".

Based on this,
value-based  attitude
Motherland requires
following areas:

- accumulation of positive emotions
and impressions related to the close
environment;

- formation of a system of knowledge
about the Motherland and the formation
of an "image of the Motherland";

- involvement in relevant practical
activities.

Highlighting communication as the
main type of activity that ensures the
formation of value attitudes suggests
that the education of a system of values
is carried out by involving the child in
the values of an adult, and not only by
informing / imposing certain values.

Depending on the depth of reflection
of the image of the Motherland in the
child's mind, O. Vyshnevsky identified
the stages of national self-awareness. In
preschool age, a child is at the stage of
early ethnic and territorial self-
awareness, which is the basis of
patriotism. At this stage, preschoolers
gain empirical knowledge about their
homeland, its history, culture, traditions
and customs. They take part in folk
festivals (caroling, painting Easter eggs,
etc.), which ensures the accumulation of
positive life impressions and social
experience. Later, during their school
years, students go through the stages of
national and political awareness and
national and political formation, when
they acquire scientific knowledge about
the Thistory and development of
Ukrainian culture and instill the idea of
serving the Motherland [2].

V. Sukhomlynskyi defined the way of
developing a value-based attitude to the
Motherland as love for the Motherland
begins with admiration for the beauty of
what a child sees in front of him, what
he admires, what he puts a part of his
soul into. It can be the beauty of native

the formation of a
towards the
work in the
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nature, the beauty of the man-made
world. It is impossible to awaken the
feeling of the Motherland without
perceiving and experiencing the beauty
of the surrounding world [7]. Thus, the
image of the Motherland is formed from
the child's awareness and positive
perception of his/her close environment
and eventually extends to more distant
objects: from a positive attitude towards
the home, kindergarten, village/city — to
a positive attitude towards the native
country. Starting with love for the family,
patriotism covers an increasingly wide
range of phenomena until it rises to the
level of conscious love for the country
and the people as a whole. In joint
activities with other people, the child's
subconscious sense of kinship with
people is superimposed on other, already
conscious elements of attitude towards
the Motherland.

Outline of  wunresolved issues
brought up in the article. From the first
years of life, a child develops an image of
his or her family, an image of home, with
certain norms of behavior, a style of
relationships; positive social experience
is accumulated, feelings and attitudes
are formed, which are the basis of a
valuable attitude towards the
Motherland. In national psychology, the

period of preschool childhood is
considered to be sensitive for the
development of emotional, sensory,

motivational and needful spheres of
personality; children of this age are
characterized by great susceptibility to
external influences, high emotional
vulnerability and emotional sensitivity,
sincerity of feelings, boundless trust in
an adult, and imitation of him or her.
Based on this, we believe that it is in
preschool age that the foundations of a
value-based  attitude towards the
Motherland are laid, which include
positive experience of interaction with
the environment (natural and social),
and also include a set of positive
emotions, impressions associated with
the place where the child lives and the
people around him/her. The impressions
and feelings experienced in childhood
have a strong influence on the child's
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further development and remain in his or
her memory for life.

In order to diagnose the value attitude
to the Motherland in senior preschool
children, we have chosen the following
criteria:  cognitive, = emotional and
practical. These criteria are revealed in
the following indicators:

- cognitive — awareness of the concept
of "Motherland", formation of the "image
of the Motherland", presence of ideas
about state and national symbols of
Ukraine, cultural heritage;

- emotional and sensory -
manifestation of empathy, involvement
and other emotions related to the home,
cultural heritage, nature of the
Motherland;

- practical — the ability to take care of
a neighbor, to help others.

Aim of the research is to diagnose
the cognitive criterion of value attitude to
the Motherland in senior preschool
children.

Results and discussion. As noted, a
component of the value attitude to the
Motherland is the formation of the child's
"image of the Motherland". We conducted
a study in preschool educational
institutions of Zhytomyr and Zhytomyr
district, which allowed us to find out the
content of " the image of the Motherland"
of senior preschool children. The first
method we used was the analysis of
children's drawings on the topic "My

Motherland". Children were asked to
draw a picture on the topic "My
Motherland", and the content of the

picture helped to reveal the content of
the child's ideas about the Motherland.
The second method we used was an
individual survey. We analyzed children's
answers to the following questions:
"What is the Motherland?", "What does it
mean to love the Motherland?", "Where
do you want to live when you grow up?".
In order to acquire knowledge about
state and national symbols of Ukraine,
we conducted a survey that included a
discussion of the following questions:
"What does the coat of arms of Ukraine
mean?", "Why were the colors chosen for
the flag of Ukraine?", "What other state
symbols of Ukraine do you know (the
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anthem of Ukraine)?", etc. We also
conducted a survey that allowed us to
assess the extent to which children are
familiar with other symbols (folk symbols
of Ukraine) that are important to the
Ukrainian people. Children's answers to
the following questions: "What do you
know about the embroidered towel?",
"Why is the viburnum a symbol of
Ukraine?", "Why is the sunflower a
symbol of Ukraine?", "Why is the stork a
symbol of Ukraine?", make it possible to
understand how much preschoolers
value and respect the symbols of the
Ukrainian people.

The methods wused allowed us to
identify the peculiarities of the image of
the Motherland of preschoolers. The
analysis of the content of the drawings
suggests that children associate the
concept of "Motherland" with their place
of birth and residence. Many children
thought for a long time about what to
draw, what to draw with (paints or
pencils), watched what other children
were doing, how they were drawing.

The most common drawing is the
following: a one- or two-story house with
a sharp roof in the center of the drawing,
grass, flowers, and sometimes trees
growing around the house. Children
often draw a blue sky with a bright sun
above the house. In some of the
drawings, preschoolers have depicted the
flag of Ukraine near the house.

There are much fewer drawings in
which the image of the Motherland is
associated only with images of nature.
Children draw flowers, trees, hills with
grass, blue sky with the sun and clouds.
A small number of children drew only
the flag of Ukraine in the center of the
picture or the outline of the country (as
on a map), colored in yellow and blue.

A small number of children drew their
mother and father near the house. In
general, it can be noted that family and
people are rarely found in children's
drawings, but often appear in verbal
descriptions of the idea of the homeland.

When conducting an individual
interview with preschoolers, the purpose
of which was to identify the level of
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formation of ideas about the Motherland,
we obtained the following results.

In an oral survey, all
answered the question "What is the
Motherland?" by saying that the
Motherland is "my family," "my country,"
and "Ukraine." One of the central
components in the structure of the image
of the Motherland is the city (village)
where children were born or live.
Preschoolers express an emotional
attitude to the city and interest in the
events that take place there. Thus, we
can see that although images of people
are almost absent in the drawings, they
are always present in the verbal survey.

For the most part, children's emotions
when comprehending the image of the
Motherland are positive. Children often
talk about their love for the Motherland
and their desire to live where they were
born. One of the peculiarities of the
image of the Motherland is its certain
stereotypical nature. When you ask
preschoolers what the Motherland is,
they answer in a rather uniform and
generalized way: my home, my family,
my country. Most of the children
answered the question "What does it
mean to love Ukraine?" as follows: "to
love my country', "to love what
surrounds me", "to love the place where I
was born", "to love nature", "to study the
traditions and holidays of the Ukrainian
people"; "to be proud of my country", "to
defend Ukraine from enemies", "to do
everything for the good of the country".

In order to identify the attitude of
preschoolers to their Motherland, they
were asked to answer the question
"Where would you like to live when you
grow up? Why?" We received the
following answers: "I would like to live
here because it is my country", "l was
born here, my family lives here" in
around 87% of cases. There were also
such answers: "I would like to live in a
big city" or simply in another city/town,
separately from my parents. In other
words, all preschoolers said they wanted
to live in Ukraine, and there were no
children who wanted to live in other
countries. It should be noted that the
children's answers  were usually

children
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unambiguous. It is still difficult for them
to reflect on the topic.

When we asked the question "What
kind of person is called a patriot?" we
found that preschoolers still do not
understand the meaning of this concept
well. They still understand the concepts
of "Ukrainian" and "defender of the
country'. Children gave the following
answers to the question: "a person who
loves his country", "a person who
defends his country”, "an honest, brave
person", "a person who is ready to give
his life for Ukraine", etc.

When asked to characterize
Ukrainians, the children named the
following qualities that are most common
to people: courage, honesty, sincerity,
politeness, kindness, goodwill, hard
work, intelligence, and cheerfulness.

The survey on the state and national
symbols of Ukraine showed that all
preschoolers who regularly attend
preschool educational institutions know
the symbols of Ukraine. Thus, among
structural elements of the image of the
Motherland are the country, its state
symbols (flag), city, house, family where
preschoolers live.

According to the extent to which
preschoolers' ideas about the Motherland
are complete and differentiated, we have
identified three levels of formation of the
cognitive criterion of the value attitude
towards the Motherland.

A high level of formation of the
cognitive criterion of the value attitude to
the Motherland was demonstrated by
21% of preschoolers. They can explain
the meaning of the concept of "the
Motherland", have a fairly complete
understanding of their country, its state
and national symbols. For example,
Olesya drew a picture in which her
mother and father seem to embrace the
house with their hands, protect it and
hold their hearts in their hands. When
analyzing her drawing, the girl
emotionally explained that the
Motherland is her family, her home, our
land.

Preschoolers are able to name the
following state symbols of Ukraine
without visual aids: the anthem, flag,
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and coat of arms. Children correctly
choose a card with the flag of Ukraine
from a series of cards and can explain
the meaning of the colors on the flag of
Ukraine. They know that the coat of
arms of Ukraine is a trident and can tell
the meaning of the trident. Knowledge of
Ukrainian folk symbols is less well
developed. Preschoolers can name the
folk symbols of Ukraine, usually with the
help of visuals. They most often name
viburnum, embroidery, stork, towel,
Ukrainian clothes, and pysanka. They
can explain the meaning of individual
symbols: the stork is a bird that always
returns home; viburnum is a symbol of
maiden beauty; bread is placed on a
towel during various celebrations, etc.

The average level of formation of the
cognitive criterion of the value attitude to
the Motherland was demonstrated by
62% of children. Preschoolers can
explain the meaning of the concept of
"the Motherland" and name state and
national symbols. However, children's
answers are short, often one- or two-
word answers. When answering
questions, they need support or
prompting from the teacher.

These preschoolers know the flag of
Ukraine and can explain the meaning of
the colors on it. They know that the
national emblem of Ukraine is the
trident, but usually cannot explain its
meaning. They recognize the national
anthem of Ukraine, but do not know the
words of the anthem (the entire verse)
and the rules of behavior during the
performance of the anthem. Preschoolers
can name some folk symbols of Ukraine
after being shown pictures (viburnum,
embroidery, Ukrainian clothing).
However, they do not use the term "folk
symbols" and cannot explain the
meaning of these symbols.

A low level of formation of the
cognitive criterion of the value attitude to
the Motherland was demonstrated by
17% of preschoolers. These include

preschoolers who almost never attended
preschool educational institutions.
Children briefly explain what the
Motherland means to them, but have
difficulty naming the flag, coat of arms,
and anthem of their countries. When
analyzing the drawings, these children
gave incomplete answers, and some of
them were shy or refused to talk. These
children have a poor understanding of
the concept of "flag" and may even
confuse the concepts of "flag" and
"country". They have difficulty choosing
the coat of arms and flag of Ukraine
among others. They constantly ask an
adult for help or show no interest in this
topic. Recognize the national anthem of
Ukraine (although they cannot
immediately recall the term "anthem"),
but do not know the words of the
anthem (the entire verse) and the rules of
behavior during the performance of the
anthem (they can listen to the anthem
and look around). They know the
national symbols of Ukraine poorly or
not at all. For example, when shown a
viburnum, they may say that it is a
berry.

Conclusions and research
perspectives. The study allowed us to
conclude that at the end of senior
preschool age most children (83%) have
high and average levels of formation of
the cognitive criterion of value attitude to
the Motherland. The low level of
formation of the cognitive criterion of
value attitude to the Motherland is
demonstrated by 17% of preschoolers
who did not regularly attend preschool
educational institutions. Thus, it has
been proven that preschool educational
institutions systematically and effectively
carry out work on patriotic education of
preschoolers. Prospects for further
research are the diagnostics of emotional
and practical criteria of the value
attitude towards the Motherland in
senior preschool children.
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