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AND OPERATION OF JEWISH SCHOOLS IN VOLHYNIA IN THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY

N. A. Seiko*

The article substantiates the place and role of charity as a spiritual and moral factor in the
development of Jewish education in Volhynia in the nineteenth century. The main legislative
foundations for the development of Jewish education in Volhynia in the nineteenth century, which
was at that time within the "settlement area’, are established. It is concluded that the philanthropic
tradition has always occupied a significant place in the spiritual and moral life of the Jewish
community. It is concluded that the philanthropic tradition has always occupied a significant place
in the spiritual and moral life of the Jewish community. One of the central commandments governing
the world in the Jewish religious tradition was Tzedakah, a concept that translates as "justice’,
"donation"” or "charity". The main types of charitable societies in the Jewish community of Volhynia
are identified: Jewish city charitable societies, charitable organizations, citywide charitable societies
and organizations. The author formulates a conclusion about the role and significance of Haskalah
as a spiritual and moral concept and educational approach based on the integration of Jewish
education into the imperial educational space, as well as on the participation of Jews in the
development of universal culture. In this context, the activity of the Haskalah clubs, which were
funded mainly by charitable contributions, are discussed. The role of charitable support as a
spiritual and moral factor in the development of Talmud Torahs, Beit Midrash, Jewish elementary
schools and the Zhytomyr Rabbinical school is also noted.

The conclusion that Jewish schooling in Volhynia in the nineteenth century had its spiritual and
moral basis in the form of the religion of Judaism and the traditional moral foundations of the
Jewish community of the region is made. It is substantiated that Jewish education in the Volhynia
education system in the nineteenth century performed both an integrative and a socio-cultural
mission to preserve the ethno-cultural potential of the Jewish community in the conditions of the
introduced "settlement area”. It is substantiated that Judaism as a religious basis for the content of
education in Jewish schools of Volhynia relied on charity as a necessary component of the socio-
cultural development of Beit Midrash, Jewish schools, Talmud Torahs, the Rabbinical school and
Jewish teacher's institute in Volhynia in the nineteenth century.
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BAATOIIAHICTBD SIK Z[S:XOBHO-MOPAABHI/II‘;I YHHHHK CTBOPEHHS TA
AISIABHOCTI €EBPEMCBKHX IITKIA HA BOAHHI ¥ XIX CTOAITTI

H. A. Ceiko

Y cmammi obtpyHmoeaHo wMicye i poab 6na200iliHocmi K OYXOB8HO-MOPANIbHO20 UUHHUKA
po3sumKy espeticbkozo wKitbHUuymea Ha Boauxi y XIX cmonimms.. BcmaHo8/1eHO OCHOBHI
3aK0HOO0a8Ul OCHOB8U pO38UMKY €8pelicbko20 wKitbHUymea Ha Boauxi y XIX cmonimmi, wo
nepebyeasno Ha moii uac y mexxax "cmyeu ocinocmi”. Chopmynbo8aHO 8UCHOBOK, U0 PLIAHMPONIUHA
mpaduyisi 3aex0u 3aiimae 8azome Micye Yy OYX08HO-MOPASbHOMY HKummi espelicbkoi cnileHomu.
OO0Hieto 3 yeHMpanbHuUX 3anoegioeli, Wo Kepyroms c8imom Y espelicbKill penieiliHili mpaduuii, 6yia
yoaKka — noHammsi, wo nepeknadaemscst K "cnpasedausicms”, "noxkepmea” abo "6nazodiliHicms”.
BiosHaueHo ocHO8HI munu 61a200iliHUX mosapucma Yy espelicbKiil 2pomadi BoauHi — egpelicbki MiCbKi
0obpouuHHi mosapucmaa, 6na200iliHl opeaHi3ayii, ma 3az2a/lbHOMICbKL 61az200iliHI mosapucmsa U
opearizayii. ChHopmynbo8aHO BUCHOBOK NPO pPOSb | 3HAUEHHS XacKaaiu siK OYXO8HO-MOPANTbHOL
KOHUenuii ma oceimHb020 nioxody, W0 IPYHMyeascs Ha iHmezpauyii espeticbkol oceimu 8 imMnepcoKiil
0C8IMHIll npocmip, @ MAKOXK HA yuacmi egpeie Yy po3sumry 3a2a/lbHON00CbKOT Kyaemypu. Y ybomy
KoOHmewxcemi OislibHicmb 2ypmkie Xackanu, siKi piHAHCYB8ANUCS NEPEBAIKHO 30 PAXYHOK 61a200iliHUX
8HecKig. 3azHaueHo nNpo posb 6a200iliHOT NIOMPUMKU K 0YXO08HO-MOPANILHO20 UUHHUKA PO38UMKY
manmyo-mop, bem-miopaulig, e8pelicbKux NoUamKo8UX Yuuiuui, ma 2Kumomupcoekozo pabuHCbKo20
yuuauwa.

CoopmynvosaHo 8UCHOBOK Npo me, wio espelicoke wKitbHUymeo Ha Boauni y XIX cmonimmi
MQANO €c80€ OYXOBHO-MOpANbHE NIOTPYHMSL Y 8U2s0l pesizii 100aizmy ma mpaouyiliHuxX MOPATLHUX
OCHO8 JxummeodisnbHocmi egpelicbkoi cninbHomu Kpar. OOIpyHmMoeaHo OYymky, wo espelicbke
wKibHUYmM8o y cucmemi oceimu Boauni XIX cmonimmsi 8UKOHYS8ANO SIK iHMe2pauiliHy, mak i
COYIOKYNbMYPHY MICit0 Ot 30eperxeHHs eMHOKYAbmYypHO20 nomeHuylany espeticbkoi zpomadu &
ymosax enpogaodxeHHst "cmyeu ocinocmi’. OOTPYHMOBAHO, WO 100Ai3M SIK pesieiliHe nioTpyHms
3micmy ocgimu 8 egpelicbKux wrkoiax BoauHi noknadascs Ha 61a200iliHicMb stk HEO0bXIOHY CKk1ados8y
COYIOKYNbMYPHO20 po3euUMKY Oem-miopaulis, eepelicbKux Yuuruw, manimyo-mop, pabuHcbKozo
YUUNUWA MaA 84UUMENIbCbK020 e8peticbkozo iHcmumymy Ha Boauni y XIX cmonaimmi.

Knrouoei cnoea: 0yxosHicmb, MOPASbHICMb, €8pelicbke WKLIbHUYMBO, 671a200iliHicmsb, BoauHe,
Xackana, yoarxa.

Introduction of the issue. The fulfilled both an integrative and a socio-

formation of the educational system in a
particular region of Ukraine, which in the
nineteenth century was the part of the
Russian Empire and was actually
occupied after the third partition of the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, was
determined by a set of factors (socio-
economic, socio-cultural, socio-political).
Among these factors the socio-cultural
ones are of the greatest interest to
researchers in the field of educational and
social history. The cultural space of every
ethno-confessional community, the set of
spiritual and moral foundations of their
life provided a peculiar background and
content basis for Jewish, Polish, Czech
and German schooling in Volhynia in the
nineteenth century.

Jewish schooling in the nineteenth-
century education system of Volhynia

cultural mission to preserve the ethno-
cultural potential of the Jewish
community in the context of the
established ‘"settlement area". On the
other hand, the spiritual foundations of
Jewishness, expressed in Judaism,
contributed to the wunification and
cultural development of the Jewish
community of Volhynia region through
the system of education for Jewish
children, which in the nineteenth century
included several educational levels — from
elementary schools to Zhytomyr Jewish
Teachers' Institute. Charity became a
powerful spiritual and moral factor in the
development of Jewish education and the
preservation of the traditional religious
way of life of the Jewish community in the
region.
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Current state of the issue. Various
aspects of the development of Jewish
education, spiritual and moral
foundations of its functioning have
become the subject of scientific interest of
O. Ivanenko (2019) [4], A. Meleshchenko
(2012) [6], N. Rudnytska (2001-2015) [13-
15], N. Seiko [16], F. Stupak [17] and
others. Scholars have focused mainly on
the general organisational and content
principles of the development of Jewish
education in Volhynia during the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Outline of unresolved issues brought
up in the article. Despite the general
sufficient level of research on the
historical = development of  Jewish
education in Volhynia in the nineteenth
century, we believe that the development
of charity as a spiritual and moral basis
for the development of education in the
Jewish community of the Volhynia region
in the nineteenth century has remained
unaddressed by scholars.

Aim of the research. The purpose of
the article is to substantiate the spiritual
and moral influence of charity on the
development of education in the Jewish
community in Volhynia in the nineteenth
century. In the research, the methods of
scientific analysis of sources, synthesis of
scientific ~ findings, analytical and
synthetic methods of processing historical
and pedagogical facts in view of their
modern commentary and interpretation
were used.

Results and discussion. The situation
of the Jewish community in the historical
period under consideration was
determined by the imperial decree that
approved the "Regulations on Jews"
(1804). This document enshrined the so-
called "settlement area", which, on the
one hand, created permanent restrictions
on the settlement of the Jewish
population within the Russian Empire
and access to education in the capital's
educational institutions, and on the other
hand, stimulated the development of
active social life of Jewish communities in
certain regions. At the same time, the
"Regulations on Jews" stipulated that
Jews had the right to receive education in
any educational institution located within

the "settlement area". It also allowed the
establishment of one prayer school for
every 30 houses of the Jewish population
and more than one prayer school and
synagogue for every 80 houses [5: 19].

The '"settlement area" systematically
affected the living conditions of the
Jewish population, prompting their
communities to make significant efforts to
preserve their ethno-cultural identity.
During the nineteenth century, in
addition to the three western provinces of
the Kyiv educational district, the
boundaries of this zone included
Chernihiv, Poltava and Kharkiv provinces
[3: 112-116; 5: 23]. A noticeable
improvement in the conditions of socio-
cultural development for  Jewish
communities within the "settlement area"
can be observed in the mid-nineteenth
century, when significant changes began
in the field of charitable activities of these
communities aimed at developing
education.

The educational rights of the Jewish
population of the Russian Empire were
regulated by the "Regulations for Jews"
(1804) and the "Regulations on Jews"
(1835). The first legislative act provided
Jews with access to all educational
institutions within the "settlement area",
including the right to study at Russian
gymnasiums and colleges, while the
second extended this right to all
educational institutions in the empire. In
1840, according to a decree of the
Russian Emperor Nicholas I, a committee
was established to organize public
schools for Jews throughout the empire.
The main goal of these schools was to
promote the conversion of Jewish
children to the Christian religion and
their integration into the Russian cultural
space [16: 228-232]. However, the access
to gymnasiums for Jews remained
limited. It was only in the early twentieth
century that joint education for
Christians and Jews became possible in
Kyiv educational district (which included
Volhynia).

The philanthropic tradition has always
played an important role in the spiritual
and moral life of the Jewish community.
One of the central commandments
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governing the world in the Jewish
religious tradition was Tzedakah, a
concept that translates as "justice",
"donation" or "charity". The peculiarity of
Tzedakah was that it did not depend on
the material status of a person: every Jew
had to allocate 10-20% of his or her
income to charity. The funds raised were
used to support needy community
members, finance social and religious
needs and develop the traditional Jewish
education system.

It is worth noting that in Volhynia in
nineteenth century Jews as an ethno-
cultural community functioned in
predominantly unfavorable socio-cultural
conditions. This was not always due to
direct antipathy, but rather to the special
nature of the mutual dependence of the
ethnic groups that coexisted on the same
territory. Jewish communities often
demonstrated their separateness,
distinctiveness and certain "otherness"
that manifested itself in their closed
lifestyle, their own education system,
special religious principles of life and
traditional way of life. These features did
not contribute to the development of
ethno-cultural interaction over several
centuries. In the context of constant
ethno-cultural diffusion between
Ukrainians, Russians, Poles, Czechs and
Germans in Volhynia, contact between
these ethno-cultural communities and
the Volhynia Jewish community remained
limited and minimized.

The system of education and
upbringing of children in Jewish
communities was based on traditional
religious canons, which included a
significant focus on the study of
theological texts and memorization of
prayers. In the first half of the nineteenth
century, Jewish educational institutions
operated largely outside the control of the
Russian imperial authorities and were
funded by the local community. The main
form of education was kheders or
hadarim, which were considered
compulsory for boys aged 6 to 13. The
maintenance of these institutions was
carried out exclusively at the expense of
the students' parents.

Talmud-torahs were established for
children from poor families. Those
educational institutions functioned on the
basis of donations from wealthy
community members. In fact, they
performed the same functions as
Kheders, but provided free education.
Another type of educational institution in
the Jewish community was Beit Midrash
(prayer schools), which were also funded
by private donations from community
members.

The religious and  philosophical
foundations of Jewish philanthropy,
particularly in the field of education, were
based on the principle of every Jew's duty
to help his neighbour while preserving his
dignity. Several types of Jewish charitable
societies can be distinguished within the
period under study:

1. Jewish municipal charitable
societies that carried out charitable
activities in various fields. In particular,
they provided medical care (free
medicines, payment for treatment),
support for the elderly, material
assistance to Jewish school students in
the form of clothing, footwear, food or
religious items. In addition, they
promoted the education of children on the
principles of charity.

2. Jewish municipal charitable
organizations that functioned entirely on
donations. These organizations included
charitable canteens, bakeries,
bathhouses and other institutions that
provided for the basic needs of the
poorest members of the community.

3. Citywide charitable societies and
organizations established with the
participation of Jews in Volhynia towns
and cities, which implemented joint
initiatives for the benefit of the
community.

The main sources of funding used by
Jewish charitable societies were: funds
received from the box tax, which was
mandatory for Jews; voluntary donations;
contributions from individual members of
charitable societies; additional fees that
could be introduced by individual
communities (for example, the quartz
tax). The level of support for education by
Jewish communities in Ukraine was
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largely determined by the spiritual and
moral principles of Judaism, which
determined approaches to education and
training:

1. The traditional (conservative)
approach focused on the religious
upbringing and education of Jewish
youth. It involved studying theological
texts, memorising prayers and reading
catechism. Charity in this context was
limited to paying for the education of poor
children in hederim, which were financed
exclusively by their parents. Talmud
Torahs, as educational institutions, were
largely supported by donations from
wealthy community members. They
provided basic religious education for
children from low-income families and
orphans. Beit Midrash (houses of learning
or prayer schools) were another common
type of educational institution that were
built and maintained at the expense of
the Jewish community and individual
benefactors. These institutions were
widely popular: for example, in the
Volhynia gubernia in the early twentieth
century, 53 such institutions functioned
[16: 228-232].

2. Haskalah, as a spiritual and moral
concept and educational approach,
insisted on the integration of Jewish
education into the national system of
education and culture, as well as on the
participation of Jews in the development
of universal culture. In this context, the
activities of Haskalah groups, including
those in Berdychiv, were funded primarily
by charitable contributions. However,
these groups did not receive widespread
support in the Jewish community, which
explains their limited prevalence in the
region.

3. The official (state) approach to
education provided for the education of
children regardless of their religious or
ethnic affiliation in Russianeducational
institutions. According to the
"Regulations for Jews" 1804, special
Jewish schools were allowed to be
established. At the same time, restrictions
were imposed on general education
institutions: the number of Jewish
students could not exceed 10% within the
"settlement area" and 5% outside it (for

gymnasiums, universities, colleges) [16:
273]. In this context, the charity of the
Jewish community was aimed mainly at
creating scholarship funds and financing
the education of a certain number of
Jewish students in various educational
institutions within the "settlement area".
In the second half of the nineteenth
century, charitable scholarships were
available in Ukraine for Jewish students
studying in primary and secondary
schools [19: 4]. However, in the 1870s
there was a significant increase in the
number of Jewish youth in the
educational institutions of the empire,
which led to changes in state policy. In
1875, scholarships for Jewish pupils and
students were cancelled and the number
of Jews in secondary and higher
education institutions was limited to 10%
of the total number of students [19: 7].
Beginning in the mid-nineteenth
century, Russian Jewish schools of two
types began to open in Volhynia: first-rate
(two-year courses) and second-rate (three-
or four-year courses). These institutions
were maintained at the expense of the
state budget, but provoked a negative
reaction from the Jewish community. The
main reason for the discontent was that
the schools were not under the control of
the Jewish community. However, even
these "state-run" Jewish schools were
partially funded by the community itself
through forced charitable contributions
imposed by the Russian authorities.
These included the box and candle taxes,
which were mandatory exclusively for the
Jewish population [9: 62-63]. The box
tax, introduced in 1844, consisted of two
parts: a general tax (on meat
consumption) and an additional tax (on
trade or for wearing national clothing).
This tax was intended to support Jewish
communities, in particular for the
payment of taxes, charity and
guardianship. No community member
was exempt from it. The partial or
auxiliary tax, which amounted to 8,5
kopeks for the maintenance of poor
students and 22 kopeks for orphanages,
synagogues and almshouses, provided
funding for the social and educational
needs of the community. The candle tax,



Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University Journal. Pedagogical Sciences. Vol. 3 (118)

Bicrux 2Kumomupcekozo 0epxagHoz0 YHigepcumemy imeHi Isana dparka.
ITedazoziuni Hayku. Bun. 3 (118)

on the other hand, was collected from
merchants and burghers of Jewish origin
and transferred to the management of the
trustee of Kyiv educational district for the
creation of new educational institutions
[11: 62-63].

In the 1913-1914 academic year, funds
received from compulsory fees were used
to finance state-run Jewish schools in the
Volhynia province. In particular, 3,939
rubles were allocated for the maintenance
of the elementary Jewish school in
Zhytomyr, 2,576 rubles in Kremenets,
2,557 rubles in Ostroh and 2,529 rubles
in Radyvyliv [10: 19-20]. The director of
the Zhytomyr Jewish School,
A. Zimmerman, reported that a merchant
of the first guild, Isaac Herman, from
Zhytomyr, donated 100 rubles in silver to
support poor students of the Zhytomyr
Rabbinical School [12: 1]. The director
proposed to use these funds in the form
of material aid, i.e. to provide students
with shoes, clothes, textbooks, etc. On 18
February 1861, the same merchant
donated another 66 rubles in silver for
the maintenance of one student of the
Zhytomyr Rabbinical School for a year. It
is important to note that donations by
Jewish communities of Kyiv educational
district are rarely found in archival

materials. However, their wuse is
standardised, indicating common
problems in the educational sphere,

regardless of the level, type or ethnicity of
the educational institutions. For example,
in gymnasiums and folk schools for
Ukrainian, Polish and Russian
populations of the district, charitable
funds were often used to purchase
clothing, footwear  and especially
textbooks.

The merchant Isaac Herman later
donated 150 rubles for the needs of the
poor students of Zhytomyr Gymnasium.
The board of the gymnasium decided to
use the money to purchase textbooks for
the library so that the poorest students
and orphans could receive them free of
charge. "I have the honour to inform your
Excellency about this decision of the
pedagogical council, as well as about the
donation of the merchant Herman,

10

humbly asking you to honour Herman for
his commendable deed" [12: 3].

On the eve of the First World War,
private Jewish schools operated in most
of the county towns of Volhynia. At the
beginning of the twentieth century, these
educational institutions received their
own teaching staff, which was trained at
the Zhytomyr Rabbinical School, which
was the only institution of such kind in
Ukraine. In 1873-1885 this educational
institution functioned under the name
"Zhytomyr Jewish Teachers' Institute". In
the mid-nineteenth century, women's
Jewish schools began to appear in
Ukraine, which were mainly financed by
tuition fees and less dependent on
charitable donations.

The systematic provision of charitable
assistance by Jewish communities for the
development of education became
noticeable with the foundation and
development of educational institutions
such as Talmud Torahs and rabbinical
schools. In 1861, the Board of Trustees of
Kyiv Educational District, chaired by
M. Pirogov, decided to systematize
information on charitable support for
Jewish educational institutions as part of
the lustration (financial audit) of
charitable foundations.

If a benefactor could no longer fulfil his
obligations, the Jewish educational
establishment management sought to
find a replacement, since these
institutions could not function without
charitable support. Thus, the director of
the  Zhytomyr  Rabbinical School,
addressing the trustee of Kyiv educational
district on 4 February 1861, reported that
for the past several years, merchants of
the 1st Guild, Moses Davydovych
Vanstein and Moses Isaevych Horowytz,
had been supporting five poor students.
However, M. Horowytz informed him that
he no longer intended to continue this
business. In this regard, the director
asked the merchant of the 1st Guild,
Hessel Rosenberg, to replace
M. Horowytz. Rosenberg agreed and
provided 165 rubles in silver for the
maintenance of these students in 1861
[7: 18].
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Some information about charity in
Jewish educational institutions can be
found in the regulations that governed
their activities. For example, the
regulations defining the conditions of
operation of the Zhytomyr Jewish Craft
School stated: "The school accepts boys
aged 13 to 15, mainly from the poorest
families of bourgeois and shop Jews,
mostly from large families and orphans”
[1: 649]. The document went on to state:
"§ 27. In order to improve the financial
situation of the school and promote its
welfare, it is permitted to accept monetary
donations, as well as books, working
materials, tools, models and other
donations that will contribute to the
development of the school... §28.
Monetary donations will be used to form
the reserve capital of the school and will
be used to expand the school, as well as
to support those students who have
completed the course and received the
title of master, to open workshops" [1:
651].

In the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, Jewish educational institutions
were widespread in their scholarship
charity, which was aimed at supporting
poor students and at the same time
contributing to the interests of the
Russian  authorities.  However, the
information found on Jewish community
charity in the period from 1832 to 1864
was not very numerous and mostly
covered not only Jewish students but also
Christians, although it remains unclear to
which national groups (Ukrainians,
Russians, Poles, Czechs) they belonged.

The charitable activities of the Jewish
community were indirectly governed by
Regulation 1835, which obliged Jews to
provide care for their fellow believers,
including the elderly, crippled and sick.
The final regulation of the rules of
charitable activity in Jewish communities
was carried out in accordance with the
Regulations of the Committee for the
Arrangement of Jews of 24 December
1843, which defined the basic principles
of Jewish charitable societies. In 1844,
after the liquidation of the kahal, the
government approved the "Regulations on
the box tax", which became the main

11

source of funding for Jewish educational
institutions in Ukraine. The charitable
funds of Jewish communities can be
classified as: membership fees to
charitable societies, donations from
individuals or donation records, as well as
funds received from the organization of
artistic events, lotteries, funds from the
box tax [17: 324].

The network of Jewish educational
institutions in  Volhynia expanded
throughout the second half of the
nineteenth century. Inspector of public
schools of Kyiv educational district M.
Barsov, inspecting the educational
institutions of Volhynia and Podillia,
noted: "I saw Jewish schools in Volhynia
— in Radyvyliv, Dubno, Rivne, Novohrad-
Volynskyi; in Podillia — in Mohyliv on the
Dniester, Bratslav, Vinnytsia, Letychiv
and Kamianets" [8: 36]. In total,
according to his data, these provinces
had "1238 rural schools, 2 gymnasiums
(Zhytomyr for 560 students and Rivne for
500 students), 4 district schools (Ovruch,
Teofipol, Ostroh, Lutsk), 30 parish
schools, an exemplary women boarding
school, 11 Jewish schools, and 1
rabbinical school in Zhytomyr" [2: 116].

M. Barsov was rather pessimistic
about the attitude of the Jewish
community of Volhynia to charitable
support for both Jewish and state
educational institutions. He noted:
"Public schools should be founded by the
secular government or at least with its
help, because of the material poverty of
the local peasantry: the rural community
is unable to cover the costs of building a
school and its maintenance on its own. It
needs outside support, which is not
provided by the clergy, landowners or the
wealthy urban stratum. Ones because of
their poverty, others because the school is
an instrument of Polonisation for them,
and the urban layer consists of Jews who
are too selfish about the affairs of the
region" [8: 11].

In general, the analysis of historical
sources and recent scholarly studies of
the problem of the formation and
development of Jewish education in
Volhynia in the nineteenth century makes
it possible to state that charity became a
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powerful spiritual and moral factor in the
operation of numerous Jewish
educational institutions in the form of
foundations, charitable scholarships and
one-time donations. The phenomenon of
"Tzedakah", inherent in Judaism, can be
characterized as the spiritual basis of
charity in the educational system of the
Jewish community of Volhynia in the
conditions of life on the edge of the
"settlement area".

Conclusions and research
perspectives. A scientific analysis of
historical sources and studies has led to
the conclusion that Jewish schooling in
Volhynia in the nineteenth century had
its spiritual and moral basis in the
religion of Judaism and the traditional
moral foundations of the Jewish
community of the region. The author
proves that Jewish education Volhynian
education system in the nineteenth
century performed both an integrative
and a socio-cultural mission to preserve
the ethno-cultural potential of the Jewish
community in the conditions of the
introduced ‘"settlement area". On the
other hand, the spiritual foundations of
Jewishness, expressed in Judaism,
contributed to the wunification and
cultural development of the Jewish
community of Volhynia through the
system of education for Jewish children,
which in the nineteenth century included
several educational levels, from
elementary schools to the Jewish
Teachers' Institute.

The main legislative foundations of the
development of Jewish schooling in
Volhynia in the nineteenth century, which
at that time was within the "settlement
area", are established. The conclusion
that the philanthropic tradition has
always occupied an important place in
the spiritual and moral life of the Jewish
community is formulated. One of the
central commandments governing the
world in the Jewish religious tradition
was Tzedakah — a concept that translates
as "justice", "donation" or "charity". The
main types of charitable societies in the
Jewish community of Volhynia are noted.
They are Jewish city charitable societies,
charitable organizations and citywide
charitable societies and organizations.

A conclusion is formulated about the
role and significance of Haskalah as a
spiritual and moral concept and
educational approach, which was based
on the integration of Jewish education
into the imperial educational space, as
well as on the participation of Jews in the
development of universal culture. In this
context, the activities of Haskalah groups,
which were financed mainly by charitable
contributions, are noted. The role of
charitable support as a spiritual and
moral factor in the development of the
Talmud Torah, Beit Midrash, Jewish
primary schools and the Zhytomyr
Rabbinical School is noted.

The prospects for further research is
to study ethno-cultural characteristics of
the spiritual education of Germans in
Volhynia in the nineteenth century.
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