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RESEARCH OF VOLITIONAL EFFORTS IN A STRUCTURE OF A
REGULATORY-VOLITIONAL COMPONENT OF READINESS TO SELF-
ORGANIZATION IN PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY OF A FUTURE LECTURER IN
HIGHER EDUCATION

The article substantiates the role of volitional efforts as an important and effective motive for master candidates’
activity in improving their level of academic and professional experience, as well as their readiness for self-
organization in professional pedagogical activities for the purpose of professional self-development and self-

improvement. It is noted that the volitional efforts of an individual carry out a regulatory and mobilizing effect

within mental and physical self-organization of a future specialist in professional activities.
The diagnostic study of volitional efforts formation indicators of future lecturers in higher education is carried
out on the basis of reflective introspection usage and self-assessment of the formation of appropriate abilities
and properties. Also utilized were techniques developed by H. Levenson, a questionnaire for self-organization
research by O. Mandrykova, and a self-certification questionnaire. According to the results of the diagnosis,
there is a lack of formation of the following factors within future lecturers in higher education: self-control of
actions, states, and emotions in situations of interaction; self-control of actions in stressful situations; fulfillment
of educational / professional tasks on time; the ability to refuse to perform excessive tasks; and planning forms
and methods of self-development and implementation of self-education. Organizational and pedagogical

conditions of volitional skills development within future lecturers in higher education are stated as: creation of a

corresponding reflexive and evaluative developmental environment by providing problem-oriented training
content; organization of reflexivity and regulatory activity of master candidates in process of classroom and out-
of-school activities, acquaintance of master candidates with methods and techniques of self-regulation and self-
control; systematic self-examination and self-control by a master candidate of their own methods and techniques

in educational work, self-evaluation and self-correction of their activities in a process of training and self-

training. The organizational and didactic possibilities of a discipline "Fundamentals of self-organization in
professional activity" are presented in formation of skills of volitional self-regulation within master candidates.

Key words: self-organization, volitional efforts, regulatory-volitional component, future lecturers in higher
education.

Introduction. A professionally demanded quality of a lecturer in higher education within
the conditions of modern educational reforms is the ability of self-organization. This ability is
recognized as an important factor, the means of which provide an effective solution for
professional activity tasks, their self-fulfillment and self-development. The necessity of the
formation of self-organization skills within pedagogical professionals in higher education is
declared by state educational acts (Law of Ukraine "On Higher Education" (2014), the
National Strategy of Education Development in Ukraine until 2021, the National
Qualifications Framework (2011), the Concept of Teacher Education Development (2018)) in
which a leading professional activity criterion for future lecturers in higher education
institutions is stated as an ability to think freely and to possess the skills and abilities of self-
organization within modern times. It is further stated that the ability to make decisions and
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deal with complex problems and tasks in professional activities under conditions of
uncertainty and unpredictability is also of crucial importance.

Scholars consider self-organization as an important aspect of the student management of
their own educational activities and means of its effective organization (J. Agolla,
J. Borkowski, C. Wibrowski, M. Dembo, O. Demchenko, B.Zimmerman, N. Dudnik,
J. Lloyd, H. Ongori, etc.).

Researchers [4; 7; 8; 6] argue that students who possess self-organization skills can set
goals themselves, effectively solve problems, maintain positive thinking within academic
challenges, use resources effectively, structure their environment according to their own needs
and goals, and are able to analyze causes of failures for needs of further self-
development. Thus, scholars distinguish a number of components of self-organization:
motivation, teaching methods, time management, physical and social environment, and
productivity, which, as M. Dembo notes [4], should be a basis for their overall integration into
the educational process.

The improvement of the self-organization skills of students in educational activities,
according to researchers [2; 4; 6; 8], is connected with development of their self-awareness,
cognitive interests, internal motivation, and regulatory skills.

The theoretical foundation of volition as a mechanism of the self-regulation of human
behavior is substantiated by I.Bech, L. Vygotsky, V. Selivanov, S. Rubinstein, etc.
Diagnostic studies of the formation of the volitional qualities of students is made by
M. Necheporenko and M. Chebotaryov. Pedagogical tasks related to the formation of
volitional skills and the development of volition as a component of readiness of future
specialists for professional activity are solved by M. Grinev, M. Necheporenko,
V. Chudakova, etc. In particular, V. Chudakova [3: 39-47] considers "self-willed control" as
one of the components of integrated emotional and volitional spheres of an individual within a
structure of psychological readiness for innovation and competitiveness in rapidly changing
circumstances. M. Necheporenko [5] substantiates a system of principles and methods of
influence concerning the volitional-emotional component of a student in professional and
educational training. The research combines the volitional culture of a student's personality
with the ability to identify activity or passivity, readiness for decision-making or showing
restraint.

Aim of the study. This study considers volitional efforts as an important motivating factor
for a future lecturer in higher education activity to improve their academic and professional
experience. This includes a readiness to self-organize in professional activities in order to
better self-development and self-improvement. Therefore, the purpose of the article is to
substantiate results of a study analyzing the level of formation of volitional efforts. These will
be examined within the context of a structure of the volitional component readiness of future
lecturers in higher education (specialty 011 "Educational, Pedagogical Sciences") for self-
organization in professional activities, as well as outlining ways in which they are formed.

Methods. The research used the following methods: theoretical analysis in order to
identify the essential features of volitional self-regulation as a component of self-
organization; diagnostic study including questionnaires, standardized techniques, reflexive
analysis, and self-esteem with an aim of identifying the level of manifestation of volitional
qualities in future lecturers of higher education within the context of their self-organization
within educational and professional activities.

Results. Self-organization of a higher education lecturer in professional pedagogical
activity is a conscious activity, which is induced and aimed at goals and values of
organization, self-management, self-improvement in professional activities, preservation of
professional health, balance between personal and professional resources. Self-organization is
carried out by a system of intellectual, motivational, volitional actions and is directed at
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solving problems of the rational organization of work and effective implementation of a
teacher’s volitional tasks.

The generally recognized structure of self-organization as a pedagogical concept is the
interaction and interconnection of various components including goal-definition, analysis,
planning / designing of actions, as well as designing / implementing of invariant of an
action / solution through implementation of volitional efforts.

The notion of "volition" can be used in various aspects including as a manifestation of a
desire to act, as conscious decision-making in a situation of a choice, and /or as perseverance
and purposefulness. Volition is one of the mechanisms that allow managing behavior, mental
processes and motivation.

According to 1. Bech, the volition displays of a person are directed not at the outside world,
but at the person themselves. Volitional regulation is characterized by deliberate intentionality
of behavior, which is based on development of a plan. This plan may include a program for
achieving a goal, a conscious choice of a certain mode of action from a number of possible
ones, assessment of an obstacle to a goal, or the need to mobilize volitional efforts to
overcome obstacles [1: 488]. Such functional characteristics of volition give reason to
consider it not only as a part of a regulatory-volitional component, but also as a conscious,
arbitrary action in the structure of value-motivational, content-cognitive, operational-active
and reflexivity-valued components of the readiness of future higher education lectures to self-
organization in professional activity.

The level of formation of volitional efforts in combination with other components of self-
organization determines the strategy of a lecturer in professional activities. An
implementation of self-processes such as self-examination, self-reflection, self-motivation,
self-regulation, self-regulation, self-control, occurs through a volitional act, which results in
the goal of self-organization. Volition performs regulatory and mobilization functions in the
mental and physical self-organization of a future professional within his / her professional
activity.

Studying various issues of self-organization in the professional activity among lecturers in
higher educational institutions such as lack of time, lack of experience in organizing
professional activities, and lack of planning skills, makes it possible to distinguish a factor
associated with imperfection formation of a volitional component. In particular, 42 % of
lecturers and 37,5 % of master candidates consider their passivity as one reasons for an
inefficient organization of vocational / educational activities.

In order to identify the level of formation and degree of expression of the volitional efforts
of future lecturers in higher education, the following diagnostic methods have been applied:
reflexive self-analysis, master candidates’ self-assessment of the formation of corresponding
abilities and properties, techniques developed by H. Levenson in "The Scale of the Inner
Essence, Strong World and Case", a self-organization activity questionnaire by
O. Mandrykova, and a self-certification questionnaire "Formation of Ability to Self-
Organization in Educational / Professional Activity".

The research presents results of a survey taken by 77 teachers who work in different types
of higher education institutions (university, institute, college) and 68 master candidates who
qualify as teachers in higher education institutions located in the Zhytomyr, Rivne and Sumy
regions.

The results of the self-assessment of master candidates and teachers regarding indicators of
volitional efforts in the process of self-organization in educational / professional activities
indicate that there are issues in various areas. These areas include the field of self-control of
emotional states, adequate actions in stressful situations, planning of forms and methods of
self-development and implementation of self-education. Respondents evaluate their ability to
refuse a task / assignment and the ability to delegate tasks particularly low (Table 1).
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Table 1
Results of master candidates’ self-evaluation of indicators of manifestation of
volitional efforts in a process of self-organization in educational / professional activities

Ne| Indicators of Levels of manifestation (%
manifestation of low medium | sufficient high
volitional efforts mas. |lec. | mas. |lect. | mas. | lect. | mas lect.

1 | Self-control of actions,
states, emotions in | 8,8 2,6 279 | 24,7 | 36,8 | 48,0 |26,6 24,7
situations of interaction

2 | Self-control of actions in 1 4 4| 153 [ 485 | 200 309 [33,7 | 162 |259
stressful situations

3 | Planning forms and
methods of self- 8,8 5,2 30,9 | 259 | 45,6 46,8 | 14,7 22,1
development

4 | Self-education activities 7,4 6,5 235 22,0 | 52,9 [403 | 16,2 31,2

5 | Fulfillment of tasks of
professional activity, 0,0 6,5 279 | 259 |45,6 |442 |26,5 23,4
orders in time

6 | Ability to refuse to
perform task / assignment | 35,3 | 26,0 | 30,9 |23,4 | 16,2 |39,0 | 17,6 11,6
(delegate task)

Average indicator 10,3 |9,0 324 260 |38.2 [41,6 | 19,1 234

H. Levenson’s technique was used to identify the level of volitional effort that a master
candidate shows in solving life problems. This technique states that a person either has faith
in their own volitional powers, a disbelief in their own ability or a belief that a course of life
events is determined by fortune. Hence, a high level of self-determination was recorded in
12,5 % of respondents, sufficient in 31,3 %, and medium in 56,2 %.

Similar results were revealed with the help of a self-organizing questionnaire by
O. Mandrykova on the scale of "perseverance". 4,4 % of graduate students have weak activity
volition, as they can proceed to perform another action without completing the previous one.
In 55,9 % of respondents, a medium level of the manifestation of volitional efforts is reported.
They are characterized by a tendency of easy distraction. 30,9 % of master candidates show
sufficient self-organization, but they tend to leave an uninteresting task and switch to more
significant activities. Only 8,8 % of people are able to structure their behavioral activity and
complete an initiated effort by the efforts of volition.

The generalized indexes of master candidates’ degree of volitional effort, revealed by the
results of the methodology and self-assessment of masters, are presented in Table 2.

Table 2
Indicators of formation of volitional qualities in postgraduate students based on
results of techniques and self-esteem, %

Levels of formation By results of According to the results | Average indicator
techniques of self-evaluation
number % number % number %
High 7 10,3 13 19,1 10 14,7
Sufficient 21 30,9 26 38,2 23 33,8
Medium 38 55,9 22 32,4 30 44,1
Low 2 2,9 7 10,3 5 7,4
Total 68 100 68 100 68 100
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It should be noted that an appropriate level of formation of volitional qualities reflects the
ability of future lecturers in higher education to self-motivate, self-regulate, mobilize efforts,
and manifest his / her own activity in solving professional tasks or overcoming contradictions.
This fulfills a function of the preservation /restoration of mental forces in unexpected
situations or in a case of monotonous activities or the impact of monotonous factors.

The following organizational-pedagogical conditions of the development of vocational
skills are defined within the context of future higher education lecturers’ self-organizing
capabilities:

— creation of a corresponding reflexive-estimation developing environment by providing a
problematic educational content;

— organization of reflexivity and regulatory activity in the process of classroom and out-of-
school activities;

— awareness of methods and techniques of self-direction and self-control;

— systematic self-examination and self-control of methods and techniques of educational
work, self-evaluation and self-correction of activities in educational process and self-training.

Purposeful formation of the skills of volitional self-regulation as a component of the
regulatory-volitional component of the readiness of future lecturers in higher education occurs
in the process of studying the discipline "Fundamentals of self-organization in professional
activity", which organizational-didactic capabilities are presented in Figure 1.
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Fig. 1. Content and methods of development of skills of voluntary self-regulation in a
process of studying a discipline " Fundamentals of self-organization in professional
activity"

The content and extent of training tasks for volitional self-regulation and self-control skills
covered in "Fundamentals of self-organization in vocational activity" include: 1) planning and
self-monitoring of daily training activities (task setting, prioritization of cases, self-
assignment, implementation of a reminder method for a task, recording and fixing time for an
execution of tasks); 2)establishment of tactical and strategic goals of personal self-
improvement and control of their own progress; 3) self-motivation; 4) assessment of a degree
of execution of a planned action (reception "approval", "rule of three minutes", "rule 21",
etc.). The formation of volitional skills of master candidates took place in conjunction with
the development of the motivational-value sphere, the content-cognitive component and
reflexivity-assessment skills.

Conclusions. Volitional efforts are an important and effective impetus for master
candidates to increasing their level of academic and professional experience, as well as their
readiness to self-organize in vocational pedagogical activities for the purpose of professional
self-development and self-improvement. The results of the diagnostic study showed an
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inadequate level of formation of indicators of this component in future lecturers in higher
education. This was true in particular regarding the level of self-control of emotion formation,
actions in stressful situations, an ability to carry out tasks on time, abandoning excessive
tasks, planning forms and methods of self-development and implementation of self-education.

It is believed that the development of a corresponding reflexive-evaluative environment by
introducing into teaching content appropriate methods of work is an important factor in
constructive influence on processes of personal and professional development of a future
lecturer in higher education and formation of their readiness for self-organization situations in
professional activity. Methods of formation of this readiness are a prospect of further analysis.
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Hocnidicenns 601606ux 3ycutv y cmpyKkmypi pecyiamueHo-6071606020 KOMHROHEHMA 20MOBHOCIH
Maidymub020 6UKIA0AYA BUWLOT WIKOJIU 00 CAMOOPZaHizayii y npogeciiinii dianpvHocmi.

Y ecmammi ob6rpynmosano ponv 601608ux 3yCuib AK 8AAHCAUBOT Oili080I CNOHYKU AKMUBHOCH MAICMPAHMIE Y
niOBUWEHHT HUMU PI8HS HAOYMO020 AKa0eMiuHo20 [ npogecitinozo 00ceidy ma ix 20mosHoCmi 00
camoopeanizayii' y npopecitiniti nedazoiutiu OiLIbHOCMI 3 Memoio NPOPECIiH020 CAMOPOISBUMKY §
CamoB00CKOHANEHHS. 3a3HaYeH0, WO 801b06I 3YCUNLISL OCOOUCMOCHT BUKOHYIOMb Pe2YIsIMUGHY ma MoOiizayitiny
0i10 6 ncuxiuniil ma QizuuHit camoopaanizayii Mabymuboeo gaxieys y npogeciinii OisibHOCHA.
3oiticneno diacnocmuune 6uB4EHHA NOKAZHUKIE CHOPMOBAHOCMIE 80IOBUX 3YCULL Y MAUOYMHIX UKIAOAUI6
BUWOT UIKONIU HA OCHOBI BUKOPUCMAHHS PePIIEKCUBHO20 CAMOAHANI3Y, CAMOOYIHKU CPOPMOBAHOCTI GIONOGIOHUX
VMiHb ma enracmusocmetil; memoouxu X. JleseHcona, onumyeanbHuKa camoopeanizayii OisnbHoCmi
O. Manopuxoeoi; camocepmughikayitinoco onumyganvHuxa. 3a pe3yiemamamu 0ideHOCIMUKU 8CTNAHOGIEHO
HedoCmamuill pigeHb chopmMo8aHOCmi y MalOymHix UKIA0AYI6 UWOT WKOIU MAKUX NOKASHUKIG!
CAMOKOHMPOTb Oitl, CMAHI8, eMoYyill y CUmyayiax 3aemooii; CAMOKOHMPOb Oill Y CMPecosux CUmyayisax,
CBOEUACHE BUKOHAHMNSL 3A80AHb HABUATLHOL / NPOGeciiinol JisibHOCMI, 30amHICMb BIOMOBNSAMUCS 810 BUKOHAHHSL
HAOMIPHUX 3080aHb,; NIAHYBAHHS (POPM Ma Memodié camopo3sumky i 30iticnenns camooceimu. Hazeano
OpP2aHi3ayitino-nedazociuti yMo8U PO3GUMKY 60JIbOGUX YMIHb Y MAUOYMHIX GUKIA0AUI6 GUWOT WKOIU.
CMBOpeHHsl BION0GIOH020 PeqhiieKCUBHO-OYIHHO20 PO3BUBATLHO2O CePeO0BUWA ULTAXOM HAOAHHS 3MICIY
ni020MOBKU NPOOAEMHO20 XapaKmepy, OpeaHizayis pehpieKcusHo-pe2yiamueHol OLIbHOCME MA2ICMPAHMIG y
npoyeci ayoumopHux ma no3aayoumopHux 3aHsams, 03HAUOMIEHH MA2ICMpanmis i3 Memooamu ma npuioMamu
camope2ynsayii il CAMOKOHMPONIO, CUCMEMATNUYHUL CAMOAHALI3 MA CAMOKOHMPO.Ib MAZICIPAHMOM Memoois i
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nputiomie 81ACHOI HABYANLHOI NPAYI, CAMOOYIHKA | CAMOKOPEKYis C80€l OisIbHOCII Y Npoyeci HABYAHHA ma
camoniozomosku. Ilpedcmasneno opeanizayitino-Ou0aKmuyHi MONCIU80Cmi HaguanbHoi oucyuniinu "OcHosu
camoopeanizayii y npoghecitinii oisinbnocmi” y ghopmyeanni 6 mazicmpanmie yMiHb 80J1b060I camope2yisiyii.

Kniouosi cnosa: camoopeanizayis, 801b06i 3yCUILISA, Pe2yIsiMUGHO-801b08ULL KOMNOHEHM, MAtlOYymuill uxkiaday
BUWOI UKOIU.
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